
Field trip to Anlong Veng Peace Center

Peacebuilding and Mass Atrocities Prevention Study Tour

1-3 SEPTEMBER 2017

LISTENING TO VOICES OF THE KHMER

ROUGE CADRES AND THE LOCAL RESIDENTS

“Friends of R2P – Cambodia”



© 2017 CICP- Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace

Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace
No. 204, Street 1966, 
Phum Paung Peay, Sangkat Phnom Penh Thmey, Khan Sen Sok
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
P.O. Box 1007, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel/Fax: (855) 23 231 880
Email: cicp01@online.com.kh
Web: www.cicp.org.kh

Contributors: Prof. Pou Sovachana, Pich Charadine, Dr. Bradley Murg

The responsibility of facts and opinions in this report rests exclusively with the contributors and
their views do not necessarily reflect the views of The Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and
Peace and others. While the contents of this report may be quoted and reproduced,
acknowledgement and authorization of the report’s contributors would be appreciated.

Cover Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center
Back Page Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center View from the Hill



 

 

 

“Friends of R2P – Cambodia” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTENING TO VOICES OF THE  

KHMER ROUGE CADRES AND THE 

LOCAL RESIDENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Field trip to Anlong Veng Peace Center 

Peacebuilding and Mass Atrocities Prevention Study Tour 

1-3 September 2017 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"ការឈឺចាប់របស់កម្ពុជាមានភាព្រជាលេ្រជៅណាស់។"  
្រពះមហាេឃាសានន្ទ 

 
 “The suffering of Cambodia has been deep”  

-- Preah Moha Ghosanada 

  



 
 

  



 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

“Friends of R2P – Cambodia” is a network of individuals and institutions that 
aspires for a society without genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and 
ethnic cleansing. The primary motive of our field trip to visit the Anlong Veng Peace 
Center - the last stronghold of the Khmer Rouge -  is for the “Friends of R2P – 
Cambodia” to be exposed to and to build awareness of the past atrocities that 
occurred in Cambodia during the genocidal regime of the Khmer Rouge. 
Participants gained a first-hand opportunity to interact directly with former Khmer 
Rouge cadres to discuss their personal experiences during the regime and its 
aftermath. Participants also visited selective historical sites and learned about the 
process of reconciliation of the brutal past. It is through dialogue, education, and 
mutual respect that together we can come to terms with the dark past and achieve 
reconciliation between Khmer and Khmer. 

This field trip to Anlong Veng Peace Center would not have been possible without 
the kind and generous support of numerous inividuals and institutions. “Friends of 
R2P-Cambodia” would like to express our sincere thanks to the Asia Pacific Centre 
for the Responsibility to Protect (APR2P) for the financial backing for this study trip 
and the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-CAM) for their valuable support 
to host our group at the peace center. Our deep appreciation goes directly to Dr. Ly 
Sok- Kheang, Director of Anlong Veng Peace Center, Mr. Christopher Dearing, Legal 
Advisor and Educational Consultant of DC-CAM, and his three colleagues for 
exposing us on the Anlong Veng history and Anlong Veng Master Plan. We have 
learned a great deal about the dedication of the center in the promotion and 
encouragement of peace studies and genocide education. 

A debt of gratitude also goes to the Khmer Rouge cadres and the local residents who 
kindly shared their time, personal stories, experiences, and insights in random face 
to face interviews. They demonstrated courage and honesty in speaking the truth 
and told their stories of struggle to fight and to protect Cambodia from foreign 
invasion. We will never forget their testimonials which may serve as an additional 
foundation for national reconciliation and the peacebuilding process. 

Finally, special thanks go to all participants for their willingness to engage with the 
Khmer Rouge cadres who might be considered as the enemies of the people. The 



 
 

results of the interactions were surprising and opened their eyes and their hearts for 
empathy and compassion. Without their commitment to learn from the perpetrators’ 
perspectives, this challenging study tour would not be possible and those voices 
might not have been heard and recorded. 

Friends of R2P- Cambodia 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo at Ta Mok House, Anlong Veng 

 

  



 
 

CONTENTS 
 

Introduction ………………………………………………………………………………… 9 

Brief History of Anlong Veng Community …………………………………………….. 13 

Anlong Veng Peace Center …………………………………………………………….… 18 

The Voices of the Khmer Rouge Cadres and the Local Residents …………..……..… 21 

Insights from the Participants …………………………...………………..…………...… 29 

Conclusion and Opportunities ………………………………………………………...… 38 

Epilogue …………………………………………………………………………..……..… 41 

Appendix …………………………………………………………………………….…….. 43 

Bibliography ……………………………………………………..……………..……….… 67 

 

 

 

 



 



9 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The study tour organized by CICP facilitated by the the support of APR2P was 
completed successfully in early September 2017, with the participation of twenty-
four individuals representing a diverse cross-section of local civil society. 
Participants included members of the media, academics, and most importantly 
university students and young professionals. This field trip, which was proposed 
after the “2nd National Dialogue on R2P and Atrocities Prevention” in August 2017, 
fittingly built directly on the outcomes and recommendations as to “next steps” 
from that event as regards building support for R2P in the kingdom. It is the last 
group mentioned above, the younger generation of Cambodians who in most cases 
have little to no memory of the realities of the atrocities committed by the Khmer 
Rouge regime, who are especially vital for the future institutionalization of the R2P 
norm in Cambodia and comprised the majority of participants.  

 
Prof. Pou Sovachana, Deputy Director of CICP, briefly presented the overall objective of this field trip 

to participants. Photo: In Siem Reap 

Over the course of the three days, the tour met the two main objectives set out in the 
initial concept paper presented: (i) direct interaction and face to face interviews with 
former Khmer Rouge cadres and (ii) improving capacity in Cambodia to work 
successfully in the future on questions of memory, justice, reconciliation and peace. 
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Regarding the first of these, participants were able to interview former cadres and as 
noted in the reflections and notes of the participants, many were deeply impacted by 
the realities they discovered in Anlong Veng. Several noted their deep amazement at 
the positive views of the Khmer Rouge regime in general and leaders Pol Pot and Ta 
Mok in particular maintained by those with whom they interacted.  

Participants consistently noted their surprise at the continued, regular veneration of 
the cremation spot of the remains of Pol Pot by members of the local community – 
bringing home the realities of the challenges that continue to confront Cambodia for 
true reconciliation to be achieved throughout the country. The success of this initial 
study tour depicts how the approach, itinerary, and follow-up taken here can be 
utilized as a model for CICP and other organizations seeking to enhance knowledge 
among younger Cambodians of the Khmer Rouge era and thereby creating a firm 
foundation for the institutionalization of R2P nationally. This can be understood as 
ensuring that the “cart is placed behind the horse.” Before the importance of R2P can 
be more recognized nationally, deeper understanding of the events of the 1970s, 
1980s, and 1990s is required. 

 
Participants posed with the guards (also former Khmer Rouge cadres) at the Pol Pot Cremation Site. 

Photo: Anlong Veng 
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The successful completion of the second objective stems both from the time spent in 
the field as well as through both formal and informal discussions held among 
participants throughout the trip, building new relationships and discussing the 
question of reconciliation and R2P from a diversity of perspectives. The group’s 
meeting with the DC-CAM staff shed new light on the realities of both 
contemporary Anlong Veng and brought to the surface the deep challenges that this 
particular region of Cambodia continues to confront if it is to be successfully re-
integrated into the broader Cambodian community. Building on these outcomes as 
well as the conclusions reached during the “2nd National Dialogue on R2P and 
Atrocities Prevention,” several future projects are envisioned. These are set out in 
the conclusion of this report and CICP hopes APR2P will find these to be of interest 
as Cambodia seeks to take a leading and very timely role in the promotion and 
advancement of R2P and mass atrocities prevention in Cambodia and the ASEAN 
region. 

 
Dr. Ly Sok-Kheng, Director of Anlong Veng Peace Center, presented the history of Anlong Veng 

community to participants. Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center  

To understand and appreciate the importance of this field trip at the last Khmer 
Rouge redoubt, we begin by recognizing that a brief history of the Anlong Veng 
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community is a solid starting point for anyone seeking to learn and comprehend 
about the final chapter in the Cambodian communist movement. Additionally, we 
would like to highlight the hard work of the Anlong Veng Peace Center and its 
contribution to peace studies and genocide education. The voices of the Khmer 
Rouge cadres and the locals will be heard and recorded to understand their opinions 
of the peace process, national reconciliation, justice, desires and challenges for a 
better life. The participants’ reflections on what they learned from this experience 
will also be shared. We conclude that there is a need for greater work for peace in 
Cambodia and to continue to ask questions, to seek greater understanding between 
groups involved in conflict, and to develop further opportunities to engage the 
Khmer Rouge inhabitants in the peace process.  

 

Participants prepared for discussion and dialogue.  
Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center  
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ANLONG VENG COMMUNITY 
 

Anlong Veng is one of the five districts of Oddar Meanchey Province. The district is 
located in the Dangrek mountain area in the far north of Cambodia near the Thai 
border, 426 km from the capital city Phnom Penh and 125 km from Siem Reap. The 
primary town in the district is also called Anlong Veng. The population of the 
district could not be counted during the 1998 census of Cambodia due to ongoing 
conflicts at the time of the census. Dr. Ly Sok-Kheang, Director of Anlong Veng 
Peace Center, estimated in his presentation to “Friends of R2P- Cambodia” on 2 
September 2017 at the center that out of a total population of 50,000 people, eighty 
percent are former Khmer Rouge cadres and their families  

 
Photo: On top of Dangrek Mountain, Anlong Veng  

 

Owing to its unique geography and the strategic dynamics of the conflict, Anlong 
Veng was the last stronghold of the Khmer Rouge and only came under government 
control in 1998. The final chapter of the Cambodian communist movement was 
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written with the death of Pol Pot in April of that year and the district remains his 
final resting place.  

The history of the region is most thoroughly discussed in A History of the Anlong 
Veng Community: The Final Stronghold of the Khmer Rouge Movement written by Dy 
Khamboly and Christopher Dearing. Between 1867 and 1907, Anlong Veng was part 
of the Thai Province Siam Nakhon. In early 1907, French cartographers recognized 
the community as part of Cambodia when they were demarcating the border 
between the then French protectorate and Thailand. It is believed that Anlong Veng 
was settled by Khmer people from upper Thailand and the region was historically 
known for its remoteness which made it highly susceptible to banditry. In 1941, the 
region was again ceded to Thailand and became part of Plaek Phibunsongkhran 
province. In 1946, Thailand returned Siem Reap and Battambang to Cambodia. Since 
that time, Anlong Veng has been part of Cambodia.  Life in Anlong Veng at that 
time was difficult and isolated – the region lacked roads, communication systems, 
and most basic infrastructure.  

The Khmer Rouge first occupied Anlong Veng in 1970 when local residents were 
forced, en masse, to move out of the town and the surrounding areas into 
cooperatives (where all members of the community ate and lived collectively). 
During the Democratic Kampuchea regime, food was scarce, children did not attend 
school, and the populace lived in suspicion of one another. Villagers were forced to 
accept a revolutionary Khmer Rouge ideology that attempted to eliminate 
traditional practices, beliefs, and behaviors. Upon the collapse of the Khmer Rouge 
regime in early 1979, the joint Vietnamese and People Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) 
forces occupied the region. Remnants of the Khmer Rouge forces sought refuge in 
the Dangrek Mountains. Conversely, other residents either returned to their 
communities or fled across the border to start a new life in Thailand. 

From 1979 to 1989, the Khmer Rouge forces and the local populace of the Anlong 
Veng area lived in refugee camps or in a series of military bases. With military, 
logistical, and political support from China as well as the Thai government, which 
provided sanctuary and facilitated the vast supply of Chinese arms and other aid, 
the Khmer Rouge had rebuilt these bases and were able to re-capture Anlong Veng 
in December 1989 through guerrilla warfare against the Vietnamese and PRK forces. 
Khmer Rouge women and children who remained in the Dangrek mountains and 
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Anlong Veng were deployed to support the defense of the area by laying traps, 
producing bamboo spikes, delivering supplies, and producing weapons.  

After Vietnam’s withdrawal from Cambodia in 1989, the Khmer Rouge agreed to the 
1991 Paris Peace Agreement, which required the parties to comply with the ceasefire 
and prepare the country for a free and fair election and a new constitution. 
However, the Khmer Rouge ultimately refused both to disarm and to participate in 
the election. After the 1993 election, the Khmer Rouge began to lose strength due to 
the ending of foreign assistance, causing fresh conflicts and distrust among the 
remaining, senior members of the Khmer Rouge (Pol Pot, Son Sen, Noun Chea, 
Khieu Samphan, and Ta Mok). On the evening of 9 June 1997, the powerful Son Sen, 
Third Deputy Prime Minister of Democratic of Kampuchea and Minister of National 
Defense, was executed with his wife as well as his entire family by Pol Pot’s 
commander Sareoun. Ta Mok retaliated by arresting Pol Pot and sentencing him to 
life imprisonment. Subsequently, Ta Mok became the most senior leader of the 
Khmer Rouge movement. Senior generals and forces under Ta Mok were 
demoralized and began to defect; while the remaining Khmer Rouge could only 
hold out for a few months. In December 1998, the remaining Khmer Rouge forces 
under Ta Mok agreed to end their struggle. On 9 February 1999, a formal re-
integration ceremony was held in Anlong Veng, Ta Mok was placed under house 
arrest and eventually jailed in a military prison in Phnom Penh where he died on 21 
July 2006 at the age of 80. A large funeral ceremony was held in Anlong Veng and a 
memorial stupa was built in Srah Chhouk in his honor.  
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Photo: Courtesy of DC-CAM. Formal Integration ceremony in 1999 in Anlong Veng  

 

This brief history reminds us of the constant threat of conflict, the structural violence 
and the deprivation of human security that marked daily life in the final stronghold 
of the Khmer Rouge. Existence was physically, emotionally and mentally harsh and 
often incomprehensible. It was not possible for the community to enjoy a normal 
life. While the Khmer Rouge leadership managed to provide sufficient provisions 
for daily life in Anlong Veng during the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia, the 
populace lacked basic human rights, i.e., they were not free to talk, travel, or live as 
they pleased. Rather, they were fully committed to the re-capture of Cambodia from 
the invading Vietnamese. Families were forced to live with continuous threats of 
war and national struggle. Children only received a minimal education with a 
curriculum centered on hatred, anger, and revenge towards the invading 
Vietnamese enemy. The separation of the soldiers from their loved ones contributed 
to further suffering.  All aspects of life were based on the commands of the Khmer 
Rouge leadership which had prioritized the dispatching of military units and 
community members to work in the interior of the country to engage in propaganda 
activities and to prosecute a guerilla war against the Vietnamese/PRK forces. These 
people were lost in their struggle for survival and for over a decade did not know 
what their future would hold as they performed what they perceived to be patriotic 
tasks which they understood to be essential to the defense of their community 
against the Vietnamese occupation.  
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Due to the region’s tragic past and its enduring struggle, the historic site of Anlong 
Veng provides an excellent starting point to learn about the complex history of the 
Khmer Rouge and how its members lived during that time. It is vital to learn and 
understand their perspectives, their experiences, their desires and the challenges of 
the reconciliation process in order to prevent a return to the mass atrocities and 
political failures of the past. 

(Sources: “A History of the Anlong Veng Community: The Final Stronghold of the Khmer 
Rouge Movement”, “Guidebook for Tour Guides” by DC-CAM, and Wikipedia) 

 
Photo: Courtesy of DC-CAM. Most remote teacher training, Trapeang Prasat High School, Oddar 

Meanchey Province on September 22-28, 2017 
 

 



 

18 

ANLONG VENG PEACE CENTER 
 

The group arrived in Anlong Veng in the morning, and its first stop was the Anlong 
Veng Peace Center. We received a warm reception by Dr. Ly Sok-Kheang, Director 
of Anlong Veng Peace Center, Mr. Christopher Dearing, Legal Advisor and 
Educational Consultant of DC-CAM, and their three colleagues. The group listened 
to Dr. Sok-Kheang and Mr. Christopher Dearing discuss the history of the region as 
well as the goals of the Anlong Veng Peace Center. They mentioned the importance 
of the center’s location in Anlong Veng as “the last stronghold of the Khmer Rouge.” 
With the full support of the Ministry of Tourism (2001 sub-decree) and other 
ministries, the goals of the center are to preserve Anlong Veng as an historical 
tourism site and to conserve 14 other historical sites relating to the Khmer Rouge 
(see appendix: Map of Anlong Veng Peace Tour).  The government has also 
mandated that the center conduct research and documentation in order to improve 
understanding of the area in support of memory, justice, reconciliation, and peace. 
In support of these goals, DC-CAM has published two books: ‘A History of the 
Anlong Veng Community: The Final Stronghold of the Khmer Rouge Movement’ and a 
‘Guidebook for Tour Guides’ which will be used as training materials for tour guides 
selected from among the local community.  

 
Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center 
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Concerning the Anlong Veng Peace Center, Dr. Ly Sok-Kheang elaborated that “the 
center is the former meeting house and command center of General Ta Mok, located 
on the top of a steep hill within the Dangrek mountain group. The center produced a 
history tour book by interviewing around 600 former KR cadres. The center was 
established in 2014, however work to develop the center began in 2001. Located at 
border post number 2, Thai soldiers have encroached into the vicinity several times. 
In addition to historical preservation and the training of local tour guides, the center 
also works to restore the lost forests by planting more than 400 trees, e.g. the 
Kranhung and Thnong species, around the center. The center worked with the 
Ministry of Tourism and DC-Cam to ask for the approval for this center to be 
established. The geographical site of the center has now expanded from the Ta Mok 
Meeting House (Ta Peuy) to the O’Smach Cambodia-Thailand border. The length of 
the rough road from the Choam International Border Checkpoint to the Ta Mok 
commanding center on the hill is about 3-5 kilometers, and it is just 200 meters from 
the Thai border. 

Dr. Kheang’s greatest concern are the delays in the development of the Anlong Veng 
Peace Center, particularly the lengthy, time-consuming approval process required 
by the government. He also noted issues related to the architectural plans for the 
construction of a waterway from the lower plains to the top of the hill in order to 
provide fresh water access at top of the mountain to sustain the livelihood of the 
community. The cost of this endeavor will be in the millions of dollars. In addition, 
the center also faces continued personnel challenges.  

At present, the center has only two staff members. Mr. Dearing directs educational 
activities at the center and works with the ministry of tourism. He also works with 
public transportation officials, local authorities, the Prime Minister’s office, and the 
Ministry of Interior. He set out to the group the center’s programming. With regard 
to the materials prepared by the center: “The booklet is a history of the communist 
movement and is used as a guide to the area’s history from 1975-1979. The center 
also created the Student-Teacher training center and used the historical tour book 
for the purpose of training at the student-teacher trained center as well. The Anlong 
Veng Peace Center has been involved in genocide education for several years and 
this work continues today.” He pointed out that the tour book can serve as a model 
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for history texts for every community throughout the country: “One community, One 
history. One village, One history”. 

In summary, the Anlong Veng Peace Center offers peace study tour programs 
during which open dialogue can be held with former Khmer Rouge cadres to bridge 
the divide between differing interpretations of history. In order to advance the 
process of reconciliation in Cambodia in general and in this Khmer Rouge 
dominated region in particular, it is essential to engage in open minded dialogue in 
order to better grasp the views of the perpetrators in Anlong Veng. The tour guide 
program allowed us to interact directly with the Khmer Rouges cadres as well as 
other local residents and to visit various Khmer Rouge historical sites such as the 
cremation site of Pol Pot, Ta Mok’s House, Ta Mok’s bridge, etc.  

These tours enable both ex-KR cadres and the regime’s victims to reflect more 
deeply on the events that have transpired since 1975. Furthermore, these interactions 
and direct conversations focus on enhancing personal narratives in order to validate 
the lived experiences of all participants. There can be no reconciliation without both 
this type of individual validation and education. The group thanked Dr. Ly Sok- 
Kheang and his colleagues for their warm hospitality. The subsequnt afternoon 
session was spent interviewing Khmer Rouge cadres and visiting historical sites of 
the Khmer Rouge. 
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THE VOICES OF THE KHMER ROUGE CADRES AND  

THE LOCAL RESIDENTS 
 

During this field trip, the group had the unique opportunity to interact with Khmer 
Rouge cadres and other local residents. The group was divided into four ‘listening’ 
teams and conducted face to face interviews with a prepared questionnaire (see 
appendix). Each team approached the Khmer Rouge cadres and local residents 
randomly and asked politely if they were willing to share their stories, opinions, and 
experiences of justice, reconciliation, and peace both during the regime and in its 
aftermath. This approach serve to create a relaxed environment and also avoided 
seeking permission through formal channels. It is through dialogue and storytelling 
that one can gain insights into history that help to provide new perspectives on the 
realities of life during the Khmer Rouge era. 

 
Participants interviewed the guard of the Pol Pot Cremation Site (also the former Khmer Rouge 

cadres). Photo: Anlong Veng, Pol Pot Cremation Site 
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The voices from the frontlines of conflict cadres should be heard, understood, and 
included in the national reconciliation and the peace process in order to understand 
their concerns and needs. It is important to note here that there are several 
limitations to this study. First, the number of Khmer Rouge cadres that shared their 
opinions was inadequate to constitute a complete sample and to fully depict the 
perspectives of the community. Second, the group observed the reluctance of the 
local community to share conversation. Third, this study was the first time many 
members of the group had engaged with the Khmer Rouge cadres and many might 
have negative perceptions (of the cadres). Further research with a greater number of 
former Khmer Rouge cadres is an important next step and the group needs to be 
more prepared to engage in listening conversation with research subjects. In total, we 
were able to conduct face to face interviews with six Khmer Rouge cadres (one 
female and five male Khmer Rouge soldiers) and two local residents. A good number 
of those approached did not want to speak with us. Below are the voices of those 
with whom the group engaged:  

Q: What was your involvement with the Khmer Rouge regime (brief background, 
and role during the Khmer Rouge regime) How old were you? How did you initially 
come into contact with the Khmer Rouge? What did you think about their mission 
and vision for Cambodia? Did your thoughts about the Khmer Rouge change after 
they came to power and began to kill people?  

 I am currently affiliated with the Ministry of Tourism, serving as the guard 
and ground keeper of the Pol Pot Cremation Site. I entered the Khmer Rouge 
force in 1969 in Region 33, Kompong Speu province. I was involved in 3 or 4 
clashes during my term in the army. I remember that from 1970-1973, 
liberated forces began under the leadership of Hu Yun, Hu Nim, and Khieu 
Samphan. At that time, Sarlot Sar (aka Pol Pot) was not in power yet. This 
liberated movement had successfully defeated the Lon Nol regime in 1975 but 
then, Hu Yun and Hu Nim were disappeared. After that, I only knew that 
Sarlot Sar (aka Pol Pot) came to power as the Prime Minister of the 
Democratic Kampuchea regime. Regardless of what Pol Pot did in the past, 
he was a good leader of the Khmer Rouge regime and he deserved better 
recognition by having a more respectful cremation site. 

 I am thirty-four years old and I am not a former cadre, but I was a kid during 
the Khmer Rouge Regime. My parents were Khmer Rouge soldiers. The 
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Khmer Rouge Regime was good without putting any pressure on its people. 
However, I understand that millions of people were killed during that 
regime, but I think that the Khmer Rouge leaders were not the main leaders 
to command this killing, and they were innocent as they could not kill Khmer 
- their own Khmer blood. I think it was just a political ploy.  

 I live in Ondong Krongong village near the Anlong Veng area. I moved to 
this area in 1998. My father used to be a soldier in the government. I have 
been living here a long time since the time when there were only very few 
families here. I used to handle a small project. In this area, amongst all of the 
people, around 70% - 80% are former Khmer Rouge cadres. They belong to 
two factions: Ta Mok’s soldiers and Pol Pot soldiers. There was an internal 
conflict among these two factions. 

 I believe that Pol Pot was not a perpetrator and also that Khmer did not kill 
Khmer. Instead it was a political tactic employed by neighboring countries. 

 My role in the Khmer Rouge regime was to obey the Angkar. If they ordered 
me to do something, I would do it with no question asked. If I disobeyed the 
order, I would be killed like others. 

 
Participants interviewed the local resident. Photo: Anlong Veng 
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Q: Memory: Would you mind sharing some of your memories (good, bad, optimist, 
regretful, ...) with me about your past?  

 I had never been ordered to kill somebody because I was shifted to mobile 
force in 1976. But I heard that during 1976 and 1977, there was a mass killing 
upon the order of Angkar (we never know who had ordered it exactly).   

 During the Sangkum Reastr Niyum (under King Sihanouk) and Lon Nol 
periods, I noticed that there were more freedoms, the respect of law was 
better, and there were less oppressions than in the current society. Indeed, 
people and the rulers were quite close and respected one another.     

 If I were to say, at that time, Vietnamese troops helped fight the war and so 
we thought it was all because of Vietnam, just like the old saying: Khmer 
never abandon the rule and ‘Youn’ (a derogatory term for Vietnam) never 
abandon their lies (he then recalled the bitter story during the nineteenth 
century when the Vietnamese emperor buried three of Khmer neck-high in 
the ground and used their heads as a cooking platform for a large brazier. The 
repeated phrase noted as “do not spill the master tea”). Look at Hun Sen’s 
rule [after the liberation in 1980s] with the “K5 Plan”, there were no Khmer 
Rouge who planted mines, only the Vietnamese did to safeguard their 
fortress. When we went, it was okay but when returned, people always lost 
their legs. Then Vietnam carried bullets to their troops on top of the 
mountain. Every time, Vietnam always has bad intentions.    

 At the time, we did not know which faction the Vietnamese troops were from, 
either from ‘Youn” Hanoi, North or South Vietnam, we did not know. For 
Lon Nol, after the coup d’etat successfully overthrew Prince Sihanouk, the 
Vietnamese were killed the day after, not a single child was tolerated. Then 
Prince Sihanouk formed a resistance movement, known as the Royal 
Government of the National Union of Kampuchea (GRUNK), and called upon 
his supporters to join the movement in Marki forest during 1970-73. I joined 
in 1973. I did not know anything; Pol Pot was nowhere to be found at that 
time.   

 The Khmer Rouge was formulated by the king (Norodom Sihanouk). 
Nevertheless, I would say that the Khmer Rouge had used the Prince. The 
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thing is the Khmer Rouge was led by Khieu Samphorn. The Prince formed the 
group during Sangkum Reastr Niyum period with Khieu Samphan, without 
Lon Nol knowing it. It was not called “Khmer Rouge” back then; the King 
called upon the people to join the resistance movement in Marki forest.   

 When we travelled from the O’smach border to the Ta Mok meeting house or 
Ta Mok commanding center we notice that were were in the land of Thailand 
three times. This is confusing because there is no official new demarcation 
between Cambodian and Thailand in the Choam Commune. 

 I believe that the Khmer Rouge ideology is still alive.  

 

Participants interviewed the local resident. Photo: Anlong Veng 

Q: Justice: Do you think the present government provides you and the other Khmer 
Rouge cadres justice? What should be done in order to help you and others in your 
position today? Explain. 
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 During the Khmer Rouge regime, there was no justice because the high-
ranking officials were always full while the rest of the population had 
nothing to eat, and were worse off due to the expense of harsh labor. For me, 
the only thing that was good about the Regime was that there were no social 
classes or discrimination.  For me, justice means being honest, unbiased, no 
corruption, and cause no harm to others for the sake of personal interest.  

 I think the trial of the Khmer Rouge leaders has brought about justice to 
fellow Cambodians, but to trial only Noun Chea and Khieu Samphan was not 
enough since the case also included with many other people including the 
late King Norodom Sihanouk (who founded the liberated force movement 
during the Sangkum Reastr Niyum period) and Mr. Hun Sen (Battalion 
Commander during the Khmer Rouge regime) among many others. For me, 
to reconcile and for national unity, Cambodians and the current leaders 
should refrain from taking revenge, hatred, and coloring one another.  

 I think the Khmer Rouge leaders were good because they were simple and 
provided justice to us. I met Ta Mok at school. He was a nice person. He came 
to school for regular visits. I have no resentment about the bad and difficult 
lifestyle at that time. 

 

Q: Reconciliation: Please share your thoughts on how you can reconcile with your 
past and with all the people around you? Do you still think back about those times? 
How often? Do you suffer from nightmares or feelings of confusion and guilt? What 
has been the main thing/coping technique that has helped you to find meaning and 
happiness in your life today? 

 I do not think so because every faction has fully united and reconciled 
already. Especially, the current Prime Minister has full control over the 
military and thus no war will occur. I trust the contemporary leadership and I 
do not think there will be any change toward the upcoming election. 

 There are few dissatisfactions nowadays. The problem is the local-level 
officials usually oppress us and how can the top leaders such as Samdech 
Hun Sen knows what is happening at the grassroot level when those officials 
always report positively? All the provincial governors across the country 
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always say that the condition is good, people are prosperous. Even if there is 
lack of water usage, they all report that everything is fine. So how can Hun 
Sen be aware of these difficulties? Like in a family, we cannot be fully aware 
of each and every member and so not to mention Hun Sen when he has to 
look over millions of the population.      

 The Buddhist monks/monastery do not play any important roles in the 
reconciliation process. The thing is that they are facing problems. There is not 
much support for the monks to live here. So, they focus on their living first. 
But during New Year’s days and Pchum Ben days the people of this area go 
to the pagoda to celebrate religious and ritual practices. But the monks helped 
to renovate this road. Before it was in very poor condition.   

 People were not scared of this center. They don’t fear it at all; yet they are 
glad to see it moving in. The center makes this community active and lively, 
more people are coming in as researchers, tourists and so on. The community 
is not quiet any more. I believe this has benefit people a lot. I know the 
Anlong Veng Peace Center and DC-Cam very well. When DC-Cam came here 
to establish its center office, I helped them a lot. DC-Cam also knows me. 
Before, there was a high-ranking official visiting this place and I used my tent 
as a carpet for his meal at Ta Mok’s house.  

 The former Khmer Rouge cadres believe it is okay that Pol Pot killed a ‘bad’ 
person to make the country better. 

 During the Pol Pot regime, there was no plundering and no corruption. We 
lived in a society of more equals. 

Q: Peace: What is your meaning of peace? Do we have peace now in our country? 
Explain your answer. 

 For me, peace means the absence of revenge, allegation, killing of one another 
and that all are united to develop the country. I think we have peace 
nowadays but there are still many people who are not yet satisfied with the 
current society because those who have power usually oppress the vulnerable 
poor.  



28 

 I believe in the Khmer Rouge revolution because the leaders did it for the 
good of the people and the nation.    

 I want to see Cambodia developing in every sector, sustain peace, have 
sufficient electricity to use, and enough food supply for everyone.    

 We have peace as long as people live in prosperity. 

 Thailand always wanted to take our land. It encroached on our land near the 
border. Last time, Thailand did not allow us to use the road based on the 
excuse that the road is too damaged to be traveled along. Time by time, we 
don’t use this road.  Now it belongs to Thailand. Currently, I am concerned 
about this area. I would like to call for any sponsor and charity group to build 
the concrete gate of the school located here. If Thailand gets our land, at least 
we would still have the concrete gate as evidence that this was our land. 

 To me, peace means no argument or quarrels. The government is responsible 
to provide peace. 

 After sacrificing our lives to protect our country against the Vietnamese 
forces and devoting our lives to the good of the nation, we lost everything. 
We are now the victims. 

Photo: Warning sign of “DANGER” on top of Dangrek Mountain 
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INSIGHTS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Asking questions of the Khmer Rouge cadres posed numerous challenges and 
opportunities for our Friends of R2P group to reflect upon. As the history of the 
brutal past of Khmer Rouge regime through the perspective of its victims, it is 
necessary to overcome negative perceptions, anger and prejudice in order to 
develop a sense of empathy and compassion. For many participants, this was the 
first time they had engaged directly with Khmer Rouge cadres. Group members 
were asked to give their insights on what they have learned from this field trip. They 
shared the following reflections: 

 This field trip has opened my eyes and my heart to the numerous challenges 
which confront the current state of community building that the Khmer 
Rouge cadres and local residents face in terms of reconciliation, justice, and 
the peace process. I learned about their difficulties to gain the basic needs for 
daily life and their challenges in reintegrating into our society. When I met 
them, I saw that they are not the cruel murderers which they have so often 
been portrayed as. I also learned that by looking back to what happened to 
my family and the other victims of the genocidal regime that we (the 
survivors) are the victims of what the Khmer Rouge cadres did before. Yet 
now they expressed to me that they did bad things and they are remorseful. 
They explained that they simply followed ‘Angkar’ (the Khmer Rouge 
Organization). But after sacrificing their lives protecting their homeland, they 
lost everything. They shared, “We now are the victims.” I realize that I have a 
lot to learn and understand about the depth of their suffering as well. I 
believe more than ever the future of Cambodia will depend on how well we 
work together, reconcile our differences and stay committed to our conviction 
to learn and understand from one another in order to build long-lasting peace 
and prosperity for all. More than anything we need people who are willing to 
listen and people who care. 

 I had always thought of the Khmer Rouge as something of the past. 
Regardless of the fact that there are political figures in the present with ties to 
the dark past, I never thought people still agreed with the Khmer Rouge 
ideology. Visiting Anlong Veng and seeing the burial site of Pol Pot opened 
my eyes to a present I never believed. The mass of incense/joss sticks 
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honoring the ashes spoke enough to me, let alone hearing the grounds-keeper 
talk about how he wished there was a grander monument for Pol Pot. I 
recognize the legitimacy of the sentiments that ex-cadres may harbor against 
the systems of modernity, capitalism, and corruption that continue to exploit 
them. But that recognition only extends so far, especially when the Khmer 
Rouge has not been publicly vilified and society has yet to participate in that 
moment of healing and validating their past. Speaking with the ex-cadres and 
visiting Anlong Veng has made me aware of the fact that there is still so much 
left to do in our process of reconciliation, including reconciling with our own 
Khmer people. 

 I was very impressed to see the situation of the last stronghold at the Anlong 
Veng area. Cambodians must go there to see, feel and rediscover what 
happened in Cambodia. Many secret things are still unrevealed to the public. 
Frankly speaking, I think the government is careless with this area and its 
residents. There is no genuine reconciliation process from the government at 
all, except for the Anlong Veng Peace Center. Enough is enough. These 
Khmer Rouge cadres are the victims of Angkar by systematic, undeniable 
commands (they committed the bad deeds out of their own will) during the 
Khmer Rouge times, and they are still the victims of the regime that followed, 
including the current one. Their lives are miserable and very pitiful. 

 On the way up to the mountain, I saw some big trees covered with Buddhist 
monk robes (ordination). Besides that, the forest is empty with small bushes. I 
believe Buddhism could play a much more important role in protecting, 
preventing suffering and assisting with reconciliation for these people. 
Without this Buddhist tree ordination, the trees might be cut down illegally. I 
do not know to what extent 
Buddhism has played a role in 
this area, but I feel that it 
needs more attention, not only 
building the roads by monks, 
but many other things like a 
Buddhist base education such 
as the dharma talk and other 
social activities. 
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 I was fortunate to visit some historical sites, such as Ta Mok’s place, Pol Pot’s 
residence, as well as the center where Ta Mok used to discuss his work. It was 
very moving to stand right where the powerful leaders had once stood. I also 
had the opportunity to interview people there who had gone through this 
painful experience. Many people in the area like and respect Ta Mok. They 
believe that he was not “the bad guy” in this whole situation, as he treated the 
people there very well. His people were living with a full stomach, and their 
houses were provided with bags of rice, regularly. On the other hand, a 
couple expressed their favor of Pol Pot saying that his actions were in good 
faith, as he wanted to promote equality and prosperity for the nation. They 
believed that it was the neighboring country that was behind the whole show.  

Photo: Ta Mok’s house in Anlong Veng 

 

 The study trip to Anlong Veng, the last stronghold of the Khmer Rouge 
regime, was unquestionably instructive and a unique opportunity to get a 
deeper insight of the lesser known reality of the people who contributed to 
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the perpetration of the 1975-1979 genocide. From the point of view of a 
foreigner, who knew little about Cambodia before landing in the country, I 
can say that after this study trip I had the feeling of having met two different 
Cambodians. One, well embodied in Phnom Penh, lively and friendly, with 
smiling and kind people. On the other, embodied by Anlong Veng, 
surrounded by a dark halo, where the widespread suspicion of the locals is 
palpable together with the sensation that time has not really moved 
compared to 40 years ago. Because history needs to be known in order to 
avoid genocides and other mass atrocities will be committed again in the 
future, in Cambodia and worldwide, then it is essential to let people know 
not only the viewpoint of the victims but also that of the perpetrators, which 
is very often overlooked. In effect, only by gathering the different 
perspectives of those who had lived firsthand in the crime, both victims and 
perpetrators, the facts will be preserved to the posterity in the most complete 
and reliable way. 

Photo: Participants posed on top of Dangrek mountain in Anlong Veng 

 As a scholar of post-conflict societies who has been in and out of Cambodia 
for 17 years, visiting the former Khmer Rouges stronghold in Anlong Veng 
with CICP was perhaps the single most eye-opening experience I have ever 
had here. Observing firsthand the current state of the community we visited 
and the challenges that it continues to confront as regards reconciliation 
fundamentally altered my perspective and my framing of the issue of 
reconciliation in Cambodia and the potential future paths forward. I was 



33 

deeply inspired by the work currently being done in the region to further 
reconciliation, to such an extent that I am planning to research the topic and 
the state of the region to help improve understanding of the reconciliation 
process in Cambodia and the challenges it confronts from a political economy 
perspective. Additionally, the experience underlined the salience of the 
Responsibility to Protect doctrine and the deep importance of 
institutionalizing R2P both formally and informally in Cambodia, throughout 
the ASEAN region, and ultimately across the globe. Finally, the opportunity 
to establish new relationships and to get to know Cambodian counterparts 
who are similarly passionate about R2P and hear their perspectives was 
incredibly valuable and I hope more Cambodian youth will have this sort of 
amazing opportunity. 

Photo: Participants concentrated on the presentation made at Anlong Veng Peace Center 

 There was a brief interview with a man who claimed to have been living, as a 
youth, with Ta Mok from 1993 onwards.  All of this reminded me of our 
tragedy, of the atrocities that were inflicted on our people and the destruction 
of our society under the Khmer Rouge. When that man told me that Ta Mok 
was a kind and gentle man, enjoying popularity among villagers living in the 
area under control and among his subordinates, I was wondering why and 
how such a man could be that cruel. And he was not unique. Other Khmer 
Rouge cadres, including Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan, I had met before, 
were or appeared to be also kind and gentle. We could and should draw 
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lessons from our history of atrocities to develop measures to prevent such 
atrocities in the future: exposure to past atrocities such as field trips; 
education to exercise self-restraint and avoid extremism (the middle way in 
Buddhism, use of dharma to restrain greed, anger and delusion, “nothing in 
excess” in ancient Greece), education in as a means to peaceful settlement of 
conflicts, impartiality/equanimity (Buddhist metta, karuna, mudita, 
upekkha); punishment in this world for bad deeds: Son Sen’s and Pol Pot’s 
ignominious deaths; the court punishments of Duch, Nuon Chea and Khieu 
Samphan; and institutionalization of restraints to prevent and punish abuses, 
etc… 

 During the field trip, I had a chance to experience, learn, and understand 
deeper on the dark ages of Cambodia, which was the Khmer Rouge Regime. I 
have never visited historical sites such as Ta Mok’s house before. Therefore, it 
was a whole new exploration for me. In addition, I got a chance to interview a 
villager who was born during the regime, and he was grateful enough to let 
us ask some questions reflecting on his memories as a kid during that time. 
Listening to his speech, I could get to know his point of view on the regime 
and current situation, especially on how powerful memory can be. This urges 
me to do more interviews with those who have experienced the regime. One 
of the activities that is memorable for me was the small charity event at the 
orphanage. Seeing how those kids smiled, how innocent they were, I was 
touched and sincerely hope that we can do more for them as their older 
generations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo: Participants were engaged in a small charity activity at the TranformAsia 
[Orphanage] Organization in Anlong Veng district.  
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 Education is difficult for children; at the top of the mountain, they have only 
one school and the teachers do not regularly come to class, so their parents 
have to bring their children to the foot of the mountain. There is a good 
school about 7 km from the top. The Khmer Rouge families live at Krahnoung 
village, Trapaing Prey commune, and Anlong Veng District. The speaker said 
again and again of being pitiful with the children of the Khmer Rouge 
families, especially girls. 

 This site-visit to Anlong 
Veng shaped my way of 
thinking, especially 
regarding peacebuilding 
in Cambodia. I believe it 
is a longer peace process 
that needs everyone’s 
contribution to make it 
happen. I hold onto a 
strong belief that our 
society needs more 
understanding of nonviolent behavior for a better world using genocide 
regimes as an experience for peace education, specifically conflict 
transformation. Meeting with the former Khmer Rouge cadres provided me 
additional information about the Khmer Rouge regime with the interactive 
conversation I had with them that allowed me to reflect on the conflicting 
time they had been through.  Thus, I was able to acknowledge human conflict 
to convey my understanding of their experiences. I had an eye-opening 
experience with the Anlong Veng Peace Centre, which reflects our past bitter 
story of violence during the Khmer Rouge regime. I wish to gather youth to 
draw their attention more in exploring this area to foster reconciliation, 
conflict resolution, conflict transformation as well as empathy between our 
people, undeniably, the former Khmer Rouge cadres and Cambodia’s young 
generation.  

 I have learnt a lot about the Khmer Rouge regime through interviewing many 
people who were directly involved in Pol Pot’s forces. Through these 
interviews, I was told many hidden things behind this regime. One of the 
interviewees told me how the Pol Pot regime started. Actually, Pol Pot’s force 
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was not so big, they had lived in the forest for a long time. How Pol Pot’s 
forces came to overcome Lon Nol’s force, she told me, was because Pol Pot’s 
forces were so determined and loyal in attacking. This was the main reason 
why Pol Pol won over Lon Nol’s force. She further told us that when the Pol 
Pot regime was over, Pol Pot and Ta Mok had arguments with each other, 
especially over the case concerning Son Sen’s murder. Thus, my knowledge 
regarding Khmer Rouge regime has been enhanced remarkably. In 
conclusion, participating in this trip was an amazing experience because I 
have learnt something new regarding the Khmer Rouge regime and, 
especially, I have built new friendships from various backgrounds. 

 We have left our footprints that contributed to the completion of our 
fieldwork as a simple guiding light to Friends of R2P in fact-finding and 
opened the road forward to the fulfillment of raising awareness and building 
knowledge which are the powerful keys to draw attention to the younger 
generation like us to prevent this cruel regime from happening again. I am 
hopeful that when we are again together, we will be able to raise these issues 
and achieve the desired goal, even in our simplest way. It is best expressed 
with an African saying: “If you want to go fast, you go alone; but if you want 
to go far, we go together”. Like Prof. Sovachana said during the meeting at 
the Anlong Veng Peace Center, “Education is the key to reconciliation”. 
Thanks Friends of R2P to walk together atop of Dangrek Mountain and I look 
forward to walking with you more and farther. I am fearful of the Khmer 
Rouge and I fear today if we ignore the past atrocities. 

 
Participants walked up the top of Dangrek Mountain where Anlong Veng Peace Center is 

situated. Photo: Anlong Veng Hill 
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 I was so grateful that I had a chance to visit the historical place where the 
former Khmer Rouge used to live such as the cremation site of Pol Pot and Ta 
Mok’s former residence, etc. Overall, this was a meaningful trip and we 
should engage with Friends of R2P further.   

 
Photo: On top of the Dangrek Mountain 

 

 

 



 

38 

CONCLUSION AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Emerging from a series of protracted wars and conflicts from the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s, the Anlong Veng community has undegone a complex and challenging 
process of post conflict peacebuilding and recovery after the last Khmer Rouge 
defection of close to two thousand soldiers to the formal integration to the Royal 
Government Armed Forces in February 1999. After suffering terribly from the 
persistent threat of conflict and fear, displacement, forced labor, cooperative living, 
restriction one’s personal freedom, people were very happy to start anew, reunite 
with family members, set up new business and build new houses. They have 
freedoms to travel and live as they individually pleased. Moreover, their children 
can attend school regularly. They were grateful to the government and felt in some 
way satisfied with the present regime.  

However, after almost three decades of conflicts that have destroyed the area’s 
socio-economic infrastructure and the socio-fabric of the residents, the Anlong Veng 
community continues to live from the constant threat of national struggle and grave 
human insecurities ranging from social injustice, human rights abuses, unequal 
development, land grabbing, poverty, re-integration, class divides, reconciliation to 
disillusionment. To prevent a return to the mass atrocities and avoid a return to 
political failures of the past, the state has the primary responsibility to protect its 
population and empower them to develop to their full potential in order to 
overcome structural violence – the social, political, and economic structures of the 
country. Addressing risks and root causes of insecurities using comprehensive 
approaches that stress the need for cooperative and multi-sectoral responses to 
security, inclusive development and human rights will help diminish the fears, the 
wants, and the dignity of this disadvantage community and individuals to produce 
lasting peace and stability. 

CICP is deeply grateful for the support received from APR2P for the 
implementation of this study tour as well as its other activities in support of R2P in 
Cambodia. The successful accomplishment of the tour’s primary objectives further 
strengthens the foundation for the vertical and horizontal expansion and 
institutionalization of R2P in country. At the same time, this project has also 
exceeded the initial expectations and parameters set out in the concept paper in that 
the tour has made clear to CICP some of the outstanding issues, particularly the case 
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of Anlong Veng, which Cambodia will need to resolve as it moves forward down 
the path of reconciliation. 

Meetings with the Documentation Center’s Anlong Veng Peace Center were 
particularly fruitful and CICP has completed a review of DC-Cam’s initial research 
on the community. While it has always been known that the population of this 
region is heavily (roughly 80%) comprised of former Khmer Rouge cadres and their 
families, the fact that an estimated 40% of that group continues to live in accordance 
with the institutions established in Anlong Veng during Pol Pot was unknown to 
CICP. In our view, three next steps to build on the success of this project are strongly 
worth noting here. First, further dissemination of the “Listening to Voices of the 
Khmer Rouges Cadres and the Local Residents” model to other civil society groups 
working in this area in Cambodia. Second, the conduct of future study tours by 
Friends of R2P with particular focus on the younger generation of Cambodians and 
monks – a positive externality of this focus on the youth sector is this group’s 
extensive use of social media; i.e., the sharing of their experiences in Anlong Veng 
with others, reaching an exponentially larger audience than those actively 
participating in the event.  

Finally, and most ambitiously, CICP sees the need to complete a much more in 
depth study of the realities on the ground in Anlong Veng. We will be preparing a 
concept paper along these lines. This project will focus on sending young 
researchers (capacity building) to the field to conduct a survey of this ‘intricate’ 
community, their contemporary mode of life, and their exposure to the Khmer 
Rouge cadres and their perception of their current (seemingly semi-autonomous) 
existence in the region. CICP sees this as data-driven approach as essential to the 
continued promotion of reconciliation in that region as well as providing the 
possibility of greater national attention to the issue which can further draw attention 
to the realities of the Khmer Rouge era to the younger generation of Cambodians. 
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Group Photo with DC-CAM staffs at Anlong Veng Peace Center. 

Photo: Anlong Veng Peace Center
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EPILOGUE  
 

This peacebuilding and mass atrocities prevention field trip to Anlong Veng 
Peace Center has touched our lives and our conscience in many ways. What we 
have learned most is that history of the Anlong Veng community and the 
political failures of the past should be understood in order to avoid future mass 
atrocities in Cambodia. It is essential to understand not only the viewpoint of the 
victims but also that of the perpetrators, which is very often overlooked. What 
happened inside the country must be learned, experienced, and understood from 
both sides. After interacting directly with the former Khmer Rouge cadres, we 
realize that these perpetrators are normal and share our values. They were not 
‘evils’ or ‘monsters’. They are human beings like all of us who have suffered 
endlessly from the state’s failure to protect them and to empower them to 
participate in solutions as to ensure human security for themselves and others. It 
is important to acknowledge their experiences and to listen to their voices in 
order to understand the mindset of soldiers and others caught up in an 
inhumane regime. It is important for us to get the whole sense of what was going 
on, what happened, and why during the Khmer Rouge regime and its aftermath.  

After this fied trip, we were better equipped to draw lessons from our history of 
atrocities, to develop measures in order to prevent a return to these catastrophic 
crimes in the future. Exposure to past atrocities such as field trips; exercise self-
restraint and avoid extremism, use the middle path and dhamma in Buddhism to 
restrain greed, anger and delusion; education to learn about the dark past and 
use history as the reflection to overcome the past Khmer Rouge atrocities are 
necessary to heal the wounds and foster peacebuilding. By working closely with 
the local community, schools, and tourism officials, the Anlong Veng Peace 
Center plays a key role to learn and understand about Cambodia’s brutal past 
through dialogue, discussion and education to bridge the divides between the 
former Khmer Rouge and the younger generation. 

Finally, by listening to voices of the Khmer Rouge Cadres and the local residents, 
we undertand more deeply about their struggle to have a better future and to live 
free from fear, free from want, and free from indignity. We also realize that the 
road for reconcilation, justice, and peace is still long, ardous, uphill and most 
often under construction, paved with hardship and long term commitment to 
peacebuilding. We have come to terms that there is still so much left to do, so 
much hills to climb, so much challenges to overcome in our quest for 
reconciliation, including reconciling between Khmer and Khmer people. 
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However, when we reach the top, the view of having peace, justice, and 
reconciliation between generations and across the social divides is spectacular.  

 
Photo: Panorama view on the top of Dangrek Mountain 
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APPENDIX 
 

CONCEPT NOTE  

 

Objectives 
 
The main motive for this field trip is for the “Friends of R2P – Cambodia” to be 
exposed to and to build awareness of the past atrocities that thrust upon Cambodia 
during the genocidal regime of the Khmer Rouge. We often learn the history of the 
Khmer Rouge through the victims’ perspective but a study tour to the Anlong Veng 
Peace Center - the last stronghold of the Khmer Rouge - would ideally enable the 
participants to get a first-hand opportunity to interact directly with former Khmer 
Rouge cadres of their personal experience during the regime and its aftermath. 
Participants will visit selected historical sites, learn about the process of 
reconciliation of the brutal past and better understand the reintegration of this 
community back into society. It is through dialogue and education that together we 
can come to terms with the dark past and reconcile with each other. It also aims to 
elevate capacity-building mechanism among members of the network about 
memory, justice, reconciliation, and peace as well as to seek to promote the R2P 
norm to a wider audience at different levels of the society.  
 

Friday, 1st September 2017 
 

Participants leaving from Phnom Penh to Siem Reap at 7:00AM SHARP 
Meeting place: CICP Office (see the map attached) 
 
Lunch at Prey Pros 
 
Arrive and stay overnight in Siem Reap at Kiri Residence: Gather at 3:00PM at 
the hotel swimming pool to brief about the field trip by Pou Sovachana and Pich 
Charadine, cultivate bonds between Friends of R2P-Cambodia, strengthening 
friendship, sightseeing and touring the ancient city, and leisure activities.  
Dinner gathering at Mondial restaurant at 7:00PM. 
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Saturday, 2nd September 2017 
 

Participants leaving from Siem Reap to Anlong Veng at 7:00AM  
 
Arrive Anlong Veng: Study Tour  
 

 09:00 —10:30: Presentation on the Anlong Veng History and Anlong Veng 
Master Plan by Dr. Ly Sok-Kheang, Director of Anlong Veng Peace 
Center  

 
 10:45—11:45: Former KR members shared his/her personal experience 

during the Khmer Rouge history and the civil war period (1979-1998). 
Presented by a former KR cadre. 

 
Lunch break 
 

 13:30 - 15:30: Visiting selective historical sites (Pol Pot’s cremation site, 
Pol Pot’s trial place, Son Sen’s grave, Ta Mok’s Museum, Ta Mok’s 
hospital and Ta Mok’s School…etc.) guided by a former Khmer Rouge 
cadre. 
 

 16:00 – 16:30: Visiting School/Community for donations  
 
Stay overnight in Siem Reap at Kiri Residence 
 
Dinner gathering at local restaurant at 7:00pm 
 

Sunday, 3rd September 2017 
 

Participants leaving from Anlong Veng to Phnom Penh at 8:00AM 
 
Lunch at Prey Pros 
 
Arrive in Phnom Penh  
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SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE 

During this field trip, Friends of R2P – Cambodia will have a firsthand opportunity 
to interact directly and ask questions with former Khmer Rouge cadres relating to 
their personal experience during the regime and its aftermath. We seek to learn from 
them and deepen our understanding about memory, justice, national reconciliation, 
and peace. It is through direct dialogue and understanding that we can come to 
terms with the dark past and reconcile with each other through this interaction. 
Here are the samples of the questionnaire to ask the Khmer Rouge cadres. Feel free 
to include other questions. To get genuine answers from the Khmer Rouge cadres, it 
is crucially important to make your interviewees feel very comfortable and receptive 
before you ask any questions. The time requires for the interview is approximately 
45 minutes to one-hour max. Remember to respect their rights if they do not want to 
answer your questions. 

*  Introduce yourself and explain to them why you are here, then proceed with 
the questions. Talk about where you come from, why you are interested in 
their memories and impressions and how this will assist you. 

 
Key Questions 

  
1. What was your involvement with the Khmer Rouge regime (brief 

background, and role during the Khmer Rouge regime) How old were you? 
How did you initially come into contact with the Khmer Rouge? What did 
you think about their mission and vision for Cambodia? Did your thoughts 
about the Khmer Rouge change after they came to power and began to kill 
people?  
 

2. Memory: Would you mind sharing some of your memories (good, bad, 
optimist, regretful, ...) with me about your past?  
 

3. Justice: Do you think the present government provides you and the other 
Khmer Rouge cadres justice? What should be done in order to help you and 
others in your position today? Explain. 
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4. Reconciliation: Please share your thoughts on how you can reconcile with 
your past and with all the people around you? Do you still think back about 
those times? How often? Do you suffer from nightmares or feelings of 
confusion and guilt? What has been the main thing/coping technique that 
has helped you to find meaning and happiness in your life today? 
 

5. Peace: What is your meaning of peace? Do we have peace now in our 
country? Explain your answer. 

 
Additional Questions  

1. In your opinion, who is most responsible for the tragic atrocities (the state, the 
people, the external factors, the neighboring countries? Explain. 
 

2. How did you cope with the conflicting emotions you felt as a cadre? Did it 
affect your sleep, eating? What were the thoughts or internal self-talk that 
you had that allowed you to continue with your duties day to day? 
 

3. What do you feel are the key things to be aware of or to avoid in society in 
order to not have genocide? 
 

4. What was the thinking or attitude of those who gave you orders? 
 

5. Could you share any stories of other cadres or victims that you can recall to 
help me better understand what happened at that time? 
 

6. Repeatedly people in Cambodia continually ask, “How could Khmer kill 
Khmer?” How would you answer this question? 
 

7. From your observations and experience, how were those who gave orders 
able and willing to witness the cruelty and suffering of their fellow people?  
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“មតិ្តរបស ់អ ធ ូភ ីR2P- ្របេទសកម្ពជុា” 

ដេំណើរទស្សនៈកចិ្ច េទៅកានម់ជ្ឈមណŊលសន្តភិាពអន្លងែ់វង 

ៃថ្ងទ០ី១-០៣ ែខកɐɖ ឆាŏ២ំ០១៧ 

 

ករំងសណំរួគរំ ូ

កំឡុងេពលដំេណើរទសសនៈកិច្ចេនះ មិត្តរបស់ អ ធ ូ ភ ី R2P- ្របេទសកម្ពជុានឹងមានឱកាសមុនេគ 
ក្នុងការេធ្វើសកម្មភាពរួមគាñេដាយផាïល់ និង េលើកសំណួរេទៅកាន់អតីតសម្មមិត្តែខ្មរ្រកហមទាក់ទនិ 
េទៅនឹងបទពិេសាធន៏ផាïល់ខ្លួនរបស់ពួកគាត់េនៅក្នុងរបបេនាះ និង លទ្ធផលបនាïប់ៃនសម័យេនាះ។ 
េយើងសំុសិកសោរអំពីពួកេគ និង ែស្វងយល់េអាយសុីជេ្រមៅជាមួយនឹងការចងចំា យុត្តធិម៌ ការផសះ 
ផសោរជាតិ នងិអំពីសន្តិភាព។ វាជាការឆ្លងកាត់មួយេដាយការសន្ទនាផាïល់តាមរយៈការេធ្វើសកម្មភាព 
រួមេនះ។ េនះជាកំរងសំនួរគំរូ ស្រមាប់សាកសួរកមាõភិបាល/សមមិត្ត ែខ្មរ្រកហម។ សូមេធ្វើការបែន្ថម 
សំណួរ ្របសិនេបើ េលាក េលាក្រសីមាន។ េដើមបីទទលួបានចេម្លើយមួយេដាយភាពស្និទ្ធិសាñលពី  
កមាõភិបាល/សមមិត្ត ែខ្មរ្រកហម ដូេច្នះ េនះជាចនំុចមួយដ៏សខំាន់ណាស់ េដើមបីេអាយការេធ្វើបទ 
សមាôសន៍េនះ្របកបេដាយភាពរាក់ទាក់ នងិ េសាõះ្រតង់ េដាយេយើងេធ្វើការចង្រកងតារាងសំណួរគំរូ 
េនះ។ បទសមាôសន៍នីមយួៗនឹង្រតូវេ្របើេពលែត ៤៥នាទី ឬក៏្រតឹម១េមា៉ងែតប៉ុេណា្ណះ។ សូមបǽèក់
ថា េយើង្រតូវេគារពសិទ្ធិរបស់អ្នកទទួលបទសមាôសន៍េនះ ្របសិនេបើគាត់មិនចង់េឆ្លើយ តបនងឹ
សំណួរណាមួយ។ 

 

សណំរួចម្បង  

១. ការែណនាំខ្លួន និងេធ្វើការពនយល់េទៅកាន់ពួកគាត់អំព ី េគាលបំណងអ្នកមកទីេនះ បនាïប់មកអ្នក 
អាចចាប់េផ្ដើមេលើកសំណួរ។ សូមនិយាយអំពីខ្លួនអ្នកេធ្វើការេនៅទីកែន្លងណា ឬក៏មកពីសាîប័នណា 
ថាេតើេហតុអ្វីអ្នកចាប់អារម្មណ៍ជាមួយនឹង ការចងចាំ/អនុសសោវរីយ៍របស់ពួកេគ នងិ ចំណាប់អារម្មណ៍ 
នានា ក៏ដូចជាថាេតើ សកម្មភាពទសសនកិច្ចេនះ នងឹជួយអ្វីេទៅដល់េលាកអ្នក។  

២. េតើអ្នកបានចូលរួមេធ្វើអ្វីខ្លះ កំឡងុេពលរបបែខ្មរ្រកហម (សូមេធ្វើការេឆ្លើយ្រតួសៗអំពី្របវត្តិរបស់ 
អ្នក និង តនួាទី) េតើអ្នកអាយុប៉ុនាõនកាលេនាះ? េតើអ្នកចាប់េផ្តើមចូលរួមទាក់ទងជាមយួែខ្មរ្រកហម 
េដាយដូចេម្តច? េតើអ្នកគិតថាយ៉ាងេម៉ចអំពីេបសកកម្ម ក៏ដចូជាទសសនវិសស័យរបស់ពួកេគចំេពាះ 
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្របេទសកម្ពុជា? េតើេគាលគំនិតរបស់អ្នកស្តីអំពែីខ្មរ្រកហម បានមានការផាöស់ប្តូរេទបនាïប់ពីពួកែខ្មរ 
្រកហមបានកាន់កាប់អពំាចេហើយពួកេគក៏ចាប់េផ្តើមសមាöប់្របជាជន?   

៣. ការចងចំា: ្របសិនេបើអ្នកមិនយល់ទាស់េទ សូមែចករំែលកអនុសសោវរីយ៏ខ្លះ (ដចូជា េរឿងរា៉វ 
ល្អៗ េរឿងណាមិនល្អ សុទិដិ្ធនិយមក្តី ឬក ៏វិបបដសិារី…)  

៤. យុត្តិធម៌: េតើអ្នកគិតថាអ្វីែដលរដ្ឋភិបាលសព្វៃថ្ងផ្តល់េអាយអ្នក និងសមយ័ែខ្មរ្រកហមផ្តល់ េអា
យអ្នក េតើទាងំេនាះយុត្តិធម៌ឬេទ? េតើ្រតូវេធ្វើដូចេម្តចេទៅ េដើមបីបានជួយអ្នក និង អ្នកផងទាំង ឡាយ 
ចំេពាះកាលះេទសះរបស់អ្នកសព្វៃថ្ងេនះ? សូមផ្តល់ការពនយល់។ 

៥. ការផសះផសោ: សមូផ្តល់មតិេយាបល់អ្នកថាេតើ្រតូវេធ្វើដូចេម្តចេដើមបីអាចផសះផសោជាមួយនឹងេរឿងរ៉ាវ 
ពីអតីតកាលរបស់អ្នក ជាមួយនឹងអ្នកទំាងឡាយជាញាតិេផៅ មិត្តភ្រក័ជុំវិញខ្លួន? េតើអ្នកេនៅែតគិត 
អំពីេពលេវលាែដលកន្លងហួសមកហ្នឹងែដរឬេទ? ញឹកញយេទ? េតើអ្នកបានឈឺចាប់នឹងសុបនិ្ត 
អា្រកក់េនះេទ ឬក៏មានអារម្មណ៍វេង្វងវងា÷ន់ នងិ ទុក្ខ្រពួយចេំពាះកំហុសឆ្គង? េតើអ្វីែដលជាគន្លឹះ 
ែដលបានជួយអ្នកេអាយែស្វងរកេឃើញនូវអត្ថនយ័ជីវិត នងិ សុភមង្គលស្រមាប់ជីវិតអ្នកមកទល់ 
សព្វៃថ្ងេនះ? 

៦. សន្តិភាព: េតើអ្នកេអាយនិយមនយ័ សន្តិភាព យ៉ាងដូចេម្តចេទៅ? េតើេយើងមានសន្តិភាពេទ សព្វ
ៃថ្ងេនះ? សូមពនយល់។ 

សណំរួបែន្ថម 

៧. តាមេយាបល់អ្នក េតើនរណាទទលួខុស្រតូវធំបំផុតនូវអំេពើេសាកនាដកម្មេនះ (រដ្ឋ ្របជាពលរដ្ឋ 
សមាóធខាងេ្រកៅ ឬ្របេទសជិតខាង)។ សូមពនយល់។ 

៨. េដាយធាöប់ជាសមមិត្ត ឬកមាõភិបាលែខ្មរ្រកហម១រូប ថាេតើអ្នកទបទ់ល់នឹងអារម្មណ៍រំជួលវិវាទ 
េដាយដូចេម្តច? េតើវាបានប៉ះពាល់ដល់ដំេណកអ្នក ឬក៏ការបរិេភាគេទ? េតើេនាះជាគំនិត ឬកគ៏ំនួច 
ក្នុងចិត្តែដលអ្នកមាន ែដលអាចបេណា្ដយេអាយអ្នកបន្តភារកិច្ចពីមួយៃថ្ងេទៅមួយៃថ្ង? 

៩. េតើអ្នកគិតថា អ្វីេទៅជាេរឿងសំខាន់ែដលជាការេ្រជាងចំេណះដឹងដល់សាធារណជន េដើមបី 
បេញ្ជៀសអំេពើ្របល័យពូជសាសន៍?   

១០. េតើអ្នកែដលបǽèអ្នកេនាះពួកេគគិតអំពីអ្វ ីឬកម៏ានអត្តចរឹកយ៉ាងដូចេម្តច? 
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១១. េតើអ្នកអាចែចករំែលកេរឿងរបស់សមមិត្តេផសងេទៀត ឬក៏ជនរងេ្រគាះណាមាñកែ់ដលអ្នកអាច 
រំលឹកេឡើងវិញ េដើមបីជួយេអាយខ្ញុំងាយយល់ជាងេនះនូវអ្វីែដលបានេកើតេឡើងកាលេនាះ? 

១២. មានពាកយេគនិយាយដែដលៗរហូតមកដល់ៃថ្ងេនះ េនៅែតសួរតៗគាñថា “េហតុអ្វីែខ្មរអាច 
សមាöប់ែខ្មរេទៅរួច?”  

១៣. តាមការសេង្កតរបស់អ្នកក៏ដូចជាបទពិេសាធន៏ ថាេតើអ្នកណាជាអ្នកផ្តល់នូវបទបǽè និងអាច 
មានឆន្ទៈេធ្វើជាសាកសីស្តីអំពីអំេពើេឃារេឃៅ និង ការឈឺចាបច់ំេពាះពលរដ្ឋគាñឯង? 
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Tel: 017 835 959  

5.  Mr. Hout Sokunthea IFL hstifl@gmail.com 
Tel: 012 650 399  

6.  Ms. Say Puthy PUC puthy_say@yahoo.com 
Tel: 077 499 050  

7.  Ms. Say Sokny Film Producer sokny.say@gmail.com 
Tel: 012 799-963  

8.  Mr. Hul Reaksmey VOA  
hreaksmey@gmail.com 
016 200 807  

9.  Ms. Hoy Sochivany 
Positive Change 
for Cambodia 

sochivanny.hoy@gmail.com / 
positivechange9@hotmail.com  

10.  Dr. Bradley Murg Associate Professor 
GMRC/RULE murgb@spu.edu  

11.  Mr. Soeung Bunly 
Svay Rieng 
University 

bunly_soeung@sru.edu.kh 
Tel: 011 784 784  

12.  Ms. Soklin Uy Women Peace-
makers (WPM) 

soklinuy@women-
peacemakers.org 
Tel: 017 299 430 

 

13.  Dr. Lao Mong Hay 
Independent 
Analyst 

monghay.lao@gmail.com  

14.  Mr. Nan Nat Student, PUC nannat1993@gmail.com 
Tel: 012 411 820  

15.  Ms. Chiara Dozza Intern, CICP chiara.dozza@gmail.com  

16.  Mr. Long Kimkhorn National Assembly kimkhornlong@gmail.com 
Tel: 017 503 007  



51 

17.  Ms. Ly Pagnavatey Student, RULE vateyly92@gmail.com 
Tel: 089 848 509  

18.  
Ms. Samchhay 
Lynna  

Student, RULE Email: lynnasam@gmail.com 
Tel: 070 596 678  

19.  Mr. Sun Vannak Student, RULE sunvannak4@gmail.com 
Tel: 097 680 7858  

20.  Ms. Chhut Sochealin Student, RULE chealin95@yahoo.com  

21.  Miss. Choun Neth  Student, PUC Siem 
Reap 

chuonnet222.cn@gmail.com 
Tel: 016 257 080  

22.  Miss. Na Kanha Student, PUC Siem 
Reap 

Tel: 096 9981400  

23.  Mr. Pou Sovijja Intern, Angkor 
Hospital 

sovijja@gmail.com 
Tel: 085 277 551  

24.  Mr. Kamsan Sreng Tour Guide Siem 
Reap 

kamsan.sreng@gmail.com 
Tel: 012 666 597  

 

All participants are kindly asked to write a personal reflection (English or Khmer, no 
more than 300 words and send to Ms. Charadine at pich.charadine@gmail.com, no 
later than the 6th of September) about your visit to historical sites and moving 
experiences interacting with the [former] Khmer Rouge Cadres.   
 

------------ 
 

Coordinators:   Ms. Pich Charadine, 077 678 687, pich.charadine@gmail.com 
         Mr. Nan Nat, 012 411 820, nannat1993@gmail.com 
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ANLONG VENG PEACE CENTER 
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ANLONG VENG WALKING MAP 

 

 



55 

Article by Mr. Hul Reaksmey/VOA Khmer, 22 September 2017 

 

Former Khmer Rouge Stronghold Becomes Center of Peace and Reconciliation 
Learning 

 

Incense stick holders stand at the cremation site of late Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot in Anlong 
Veng, a former Khmer Rouge stronghold, about 305 kilometers (190 miles) north of Phnom Penh, 
Friday, April 11, 2008. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith) 

Anlong Veng was occupied by the Khmer Rouge and suffered under the grim 
agrarian administration that oversaw purges, arrests, and mass killings. 

ANLONG VENG — Researchers and survivors of the Khmer Rouge regime have 
called for a new generation of Cambodians to seek a deeper understanding of 
their history following a visit to the former regime stronghold of Anlong Veng. 

The group visited the Anlong Veng Peace Center, which opened in 2014, in early 
September - the final holdout of regime leaders Pol Pot and Ta Mok. 

Hoy Sochivanny, president of NGO Positive Change for Cambodia, told VOA 
Khmer while taking a walk near the center that such initiatives could ensure that 
Cambodians do not repeat the mistakes of the past. 

“The remembrance of the Pol Pot regime and the killing during the regime is the 
memory of how Cambodians suffered from this regime and how the next 
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generation can learn or let the next generation of Cambodians build inner peace,” 
she said. 

“Building peace from the heart and feeling among them and preventing them 
from having hot tempers and minds and a violent heart between groups ... war 
was a huge dispute that we learned in the past.” 

Sochivanny, who serves as a peace ambassador to other Asian countries, said 
although it took a long time for the center in Anlong Veng to be established, it 
was not too late for the next generation to benefit from studying the 
reconciliation process. 

 
Ly Sok Kheang, director of Anlong Veng Peace Center, speaks to a group of visitors the center, 
Anlong Veng, Cambodia, September 2, 2017. (Hul Reaksmey/VOA Khmer) 

The settlement of Anlong Veng was recorded by French cartographers as early as 
1907 while they were demarcating the modern Cambodian state, according to a 
2014 book, The Anlong Veng Community, authored by Dy Khamboly and 
Christopher Dearing. 

The region has historically shifted between Thai and Cambodian control until the 
arrival of the French Protectorate and the formation of a political movement led 
by then Prince Norodom Sihanouk in 1955. Created out of the province of Siem 
Reap, Anlong Veng was occupied by the Khmer Rouge and suffered under the 
grim agrarian administration that oversaw purges, arrests, and mass killings. 
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On June 9, 1997, the execution of Son Sen, previously a party stalwart, marked 
the beginning of the end of the Khmer Rouge movement. After Sen’s execution, 
factional disputes erupted and eventually led to the arrest and trial of Pol Pot, in 
July of that year. By 1998, the remaining Khmer Rouge forces had been integrated 
into government forces following a series of negotiations. 

Ly Sok Kheang, director of the Anlong Veng Peace Center, told visitors that 
peace-building requires time and planning. “It’s about education and we use 
history to reflect on. When people learn about their history, people will not 
always repeat the same footsteps that we took in the past,” he said. 

“So that’s why we try to influence and show the younger generation, and our 
leaders as well, when you commit a crime, there’s going to be a trial in the future. 
You know in our country, without trials, people will not understand,” he added. 

The peace center, an initiative of the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-
Cam), is housed in the former headquarters of Ta Mok’s faction, perched high 
atop the Dangrek Mountains near the Thai border. As well as serving as an 
educational resource, the center is working to preserve 14 historical sites in 
Anlong Veng district. 

 
Pol Pot (front left), Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) Secretary and Prime Minister of 
Democratic Kampuchea (DK); Noun Chea (behind Pol Pot), Deputy Secretary of the CPK and DK 
President of the People’s Representative Assembly; Vorn Vet (front right), Deputy Prime Minister 
in charge of Economy; Chhit Choeun aka Ta Mok (behind Vorn Vet), Chief of the General Staff, 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of DK. (Courtesy of Documentation Center of Cambodia Archives) 
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“Now, many students come every day,” says Sok Kheang. “At first we ask them 
to meet the people in Anlong Veng region. They made their interviews into 
articles that have been published in [local newspaper] Rasmei Kampuchea and 
Seeking the Truth magazine for others to understand the history of each person 
who went through the Khmer Rouge.” 

“When they start to understand, there will be a push for mutual understanding, 
tolerance, and reconciliation.” 

Born in 1926 in Takeo province, Ta Mok saw Anlong Veng as its own country, 
according to Khamboly and Dearing, who described in their book how he 
organized the villages and named them according to nearby natural resources, 
such as Tuol Tbeng, named after a local timber plentiful in the area. Ta Mok died 
of disease in 2016. 

Pou Sovachana, deputy director of the Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and 
Peace (CICP), told VOA Khmer that if politicians saw continuing to learn from 
this history as important, “real peace can surely take root when we know how to 
... build real peace and harmony.” 

 
Lao Monghay, an independent analyst, encourages reconciliation and peacebuilding at the former 
army-commanding headquarters of Ta Mok, Anlong Veng district, Cambodia, September 2, 2017. 
(Hul Reaksmey/VOA Khmer) 

Lao Monghay, a veteran political and social analyst who accompanied the group, 
said visits to the center could help bridge the gap between young Cambodians 
and those still nostalgic about the days of the Khmer Rouge. 
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“Our ideas can be different from others whose ideas could be different from ours, 
but the idea that relies on truth could be in everybody’s joint interest. We must 
listen to such ideas,” he said. 

Like many sleepy Cambodian villages and towns, life in Anlong Veng still 
resonates with an ethos of collectivism and a deference to independent living. 
Residents value the space that comes with living on the periphery of Cambodian 
society and there is an air of pride in the community’s ability to look after 
themselves. 

Sok Kheang, the peace center director, said that the center’s role goes far beyond 
the preservation of history, as it is also working on restoring the local 
environment, which has been devastated by deforestation and surging 
development. 

 

This article is available at: <https://www.voacambodia.com/a/former-khmer-rouge-
stronghold-becomes-center-of-peace-and-reconciliation-learning/4040255.html> 
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អន្លង់ែវង អតីតតំបន់្របយុទ្ធចុងេ្រកាយរបស់ែខ្មរ្រកហម កាöយជា
តំបន់អភិរកស េដើមបីការផសះផសោនិងការកសាងសន្តិភាព 

្រកុមបញ្ញវន្តែថ្លងថា សន្តិភាពអាចបន្តបានជានិរន្តេនៅកម្ពុជា ្របសិនេបើេមដឹកនាំ និងអ្នកជំនាន់
េ្រកាយមិនយកចិត្តហិងសោមកដឹកនាំ្របេទស េហើយេចះទទួលយកគំនិតផ្ទយុគាñស្រមាប់សាîបនា
្របេទស។ 
 
្រសុកអន្លង់ែវង េខត្តឧត្តរមានជ័យ —  អន្លង់ែវងែដលជាទីតាំងការពារខ្លួនចុងេ្រកាយរបស់ពួក 
ែខ្មរ្រកហមបានកាöយជាកែន្លងទីមួយស្រមាប់ែស្វងយល់អំពីដេំណើរការផសះផសោ និងការកសាង 
សន្តិភាពក្នុង្របេទសកម្ពុជា។ ្រកុមបញ្ញវន្តែថ្លងថា សន្តិភាពអាចបន្តបានជានិរន្តេនៅកម្ពុជា 
្របសិនេបើេមដឹកនាំ និងអ្នកជំនាន់េ្រកាយមិនយកចតិ្តហិងសោមកដឹកនាំ្របេទស េហើយេចះទទួល
យកគំនិតផ្ទយុគាñស្រមាប់សាîបនា្របេទស។ 
 
អ្នកសិកសោ្រសាវ្រជាវ និងអ្នកធាöប់រងេ្រគាះក្នុងសម័យែខ្មរ្រកហម បានអំពាវនាវឲយកូនែខ្មរជំនាន់
េ្រកាយ្របឹងែ្របងែស្វងយល់អំពី្របវត្តិសា្រស្តៃនជេមាöះៃផ្ទក្នុងរបស់ផងខ្លួន េដើមបីរកសោសន្តិភាព 
នាេពលបច្ចុបបន្ន និងបន្តេទៅអនាគត។ 

ការេលើកេឡើងរបស់ពួកេគេធ្វើេឡើងកាលពីេដើមែខកǽ̡េនះ បនាïប់ពកីារទសសនាមជឈមណìល
សន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង ស្ថិតក្នុង្រសុកអន្លង់ែវងែដលជាទី្របយុទ្ធចុងេ្រកាយរបស់កងទ័ពែខ្មរ្រកហម
ដឹកនាំេដាយ ប៉ុល ពត និងតាម៉ុក។ 

អ្នក្រសី ហយូ សុជីវណ្ណី ្របធានអង្គការបមាöស់ប្តូរជាវិជ្ជមានស្រមាប់កម្ពុជា (Positive Change 

for Cambodia) ែថ្លង្របាប់ VOA េនៅេពលេដើរចាកេចញពីមជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង 
ែដលជាកែន្លងរំឭកដល់យុគសម័យៃនការកាប់សមាöប់ក្នុងរបបែខ្មរ្រកហម។ 

«ការរំឭកេឡើងវិញ (Remembrance of Pol Pot Regime) អពំកីារកាប់សមាöប់សម័យ បុ៉ល ពត 
រំលឹកេឡើងវិញថា ការឈឺចាប់របស់្របជាជន ែដលបានរងេ្រគាះេដាយសម័យ ប៉លុ ពត េនាះ ឈឺ
ចាប់ប៉ុណា្ណ? េហើយឲយេក្មងជំនាន់េ្រកាយេរៀនសូ្រត ឲយេក្មងជំនានេ់្រកាយហ្នឹងគិតថា េធ្វើយ៉ាងណា 
កសាងសន្តិភាពៃផ្ទក្នុង កសាងសន្តិភាពពីេបះដងូ ពីអារម្មណ៍្រគប់ៗគាñ កុំឲយមានចិត្តេកៅíគគុក  
កុំឲយមានេបះដូងហ្នឹងហិងសោ រវាង្រកមុនិង្រកុម រវាងសាîប័ននិងសាîប័ន ែដលជាជេមាöះមួយកេកើត
ដល់ស្រងា្គម។ េនះគឺជាជេមាöះដ៏ធំ ែដលេយើងបានេរៀនសូ្រតកន្លងមក»។ 
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អ្នក្រសី ហយូ សុជីវណ្ណី ែដលជាអ្នកនាំសារសន្តិភាពពីកម្ពុជាេទៅកាន់បណា្ដ្របេទសជាេ្រចើនក្នុង
តំបន់អាសុ ីនងិ្របេទសេផសងេទៀត បានេលើកេឡើងថា ការសាîបនាមជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង 
មានភាពយឺតយ៉ាវបន្តិចក៏ពិតែមន ែតមជឈមណìលេនះនឹងផ្តល់ឱកាសឲយអ្នកសិកសោ្រសាវ្រជាវ 
និងេមដឹកនាកំម្ពុជាជំនានេ់្រកាយបានែស្វងយល់ពីដំេណើរៃនការផសះផសោ និងកសាងសន្តិភាពេនៅ
កម្ពុជាចាប់ពឆីាñំ១៩៩៨មក។ 

«ក្នុង្របេទសេយើង អ្នកដកឹនាំ្របេទសកម្ពុជា ក៏ដចូជា អ្នកដឹកនំាជំនាន់េ្រកាយៗេទៀត េរៀនសូ្រត
ថា េធ្វើយ៉ាងេម៉ចេនាះ យុវជននឹងអតម់ានហ្មងេបះដូងេកៅí អតម់ានហ្មងេបះដូងស្រងា្គម អត់មាន
ហ្មងេបះដូងជេមាöះ េដើមបីអំណាច េដើមបី្រតួត្រតាគឺអត់មាន។ េហើយគិតថា អ្វីែដលជាចំណុចខ្វះ
ចេនាöះ េយើងគួរែតរួមគាñកសាង ែកលម្អេធ្វើយ៉ាងេម៉ចឲយចំណុចទាំងឡាយ ែដល្របជាជនកំពុង
ែតមានហ្នឹង បានេដាះ្រសាយេឡើងេដាយសន្តិវិធី និងអភិវឌឍន។៍ េនះជាទសសនៈរបស់ខ្ញុំ»។ 

តំបន់អន្លង់ែវង មាន្របវត្តិស្ថិតេ្រកាមការ្រគប់្រគងេដាយរដ្ឋបាល្របេទសកម្ពុជា និង្របេទស
េសៀម រហូតដល់ការចូលមកដល់ៃនអាណាពយោបាលបារាំង។ េហើយេនៅេពលបេង្កើតរបបសង្គម
រា្រស្តនិយមរបស់្រពះបាទ សេម្តច នេរាត្តម សីហនុ េទើបតំបនេ់នះបានស្ថិតេ្រកាមការ្រគប់្រគង
ជាអចិៃ្រន្តយ៍របស់កម្ពុជា។ របបសង្គមរា្រស្តនិយម បានបេង្កើតេខត្តមួយេចញពីេខត្តេសៀមរាបគឺ
េខត្តឧត្តរមានជ័យ ែដលមានតំបន់អន្លង់ែវង ែដលេពលេនាះជាភូមិមួយ។ េ្រកាយមកតំបន់ែដល
េនៅជាប់្របេទសៃថេនៅភាគខាងេជើងេនះ បានកាöយជា្រសុកមួយៃនេខត្តឧត្តរមានជយ័។ េនះេបើ
េយាងតាមេសៀវេភៅ្របវត្តិសា្រស្តស្តីពីសហគមនអ៍ន្លង់ែវង ែដលជាទីកែន្លងការពារខ្លួនចងុេ្រកាយ 
របស់ចលនាែខ្មរ្រកហម។ 

េសៀវេភៅេនាះក៏បានបǽèក់ឲយដឹងេទៀតថា ស្ថិតេ្រកាមការ្រគប់្រគងរបស់ែខ្មរ្រកហម តំបន់អន្លង់
ែវង មានរដ្ឋបាល្រចបូក្រចបល់ និងមានេរឿងរា៉វជាេ្រចើន ពាក់ព័ន្ធនឹងការេបាសសមាùតៃផ្ទក្នុង ការ
ចាប់ខ្លួន និងការ្របហារជីវិត។ 

អតីតេមដឹកនាំជាន់ខ្ពស់ែខ្មរ្រកហមមួយរូប គឺ សនុ េសន និង ្រកុម្រគួសារ រួមទាំងនារសារ និង
អ្នកេបើកបរថយន្តទាំងអស់ចំនួន១១នាក់ ្រតូវបាន្របហារជីវិតជាមួយគាñ េនៅែខមិថុនាឆាñំ១៩៩៧ 
ក្នុង្រសុកអន្លង់ែវងេនះ។ ការសមាöប់ផាíច់ផ្តិលពជូដ៏គួរឱយរន្ធត់េនះ្រតូវបានេគចាត់ទុកថា ជា
សកម្មភាពចងុេ្រកាយរបស់ចលនាែខ្មរ្រកហម។ េ្រកាយការសមាöប់សុន េសន ជេមាöះរវាងតាម៉ុក 
និង ប៉ុល ពត បានេកើតេឡើងរហូតដល់ ប៉ុល ពត ្រតូវបានកមាöំងទ័ព និង្របជាជនសាមញ្ញេសាõះ
្រតង់នឹងតាម៉កុ បេង្កើតតលុាការមហាជនកាត់េទាស ប៉ុល ពត ឲយជាប់ពន្ធនាគារអស់មួយជីវិត ពី
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បទសមាöប់សុន េសន និងប៉ុនប៉ងសមាöប់តាម៉ុក និងការបផំាöញកិច្ចខិតខំផសះផសោជាតិនានា។ មក
ដល់ឆាñំ១៩៩៨ កមាöំងេសសសល់របស់ែខ្មរ្រកហមបានេធ្វើសមាហរណកម្មជាមួយរដាëភិបាល
្រកុងភ្នំេពញ េហើយក៏ជាទីបញ្ចប់ៃនចលនាែខ្មរ្រកហម។ 

េលាក លី សុខឃាង នាយកមជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង បានែថ្លង្របាប់្រកុមនិសសិតអ្នក
សិកសោ្រសាវ្រជាវ និងម្រន្តីៃនអង្គការសង្គមសុីវិល ែដលបានេទៅសិកសោែស្វងយល់ពីមជឈមណìល
េនាះថា ដំេណើរៃនការកសាងសន្តិភាពគឺជាការេ្របើ្របាស់េពលេវលាបេង្កើត្រកបខណì និង្រសាវ្រជាវ 
ពី្របវត្តិសា្រស្ត រួចផ្តល់ការអប់រំ េដើមបីបងា្ករជេមាöះេផសងៗែដលធាöប់េកើតមានេឡើងពីអតីតកាល
មិនឲយេកើតមានេឡើង េទៅៃថ្ងខាងមុខ ក្នុង្របេទសកម្ពុជា។ 

េលាក លី សុខឃាង ែថ្លងថា៖ 

«លទ្ធផលគអឺា្រស័យេលើេពលេវលាក្នុងការេធ្វើកិច្ចការហ្នឹង និង្រកបខណìការងារែដលេយើងកំពុង
េធ្វើវា។ កិច្ចការេនះនិយាយអំពីការអប់រំ េហើយេយើងេ្របើ្របវត្តិសា្រស្តជាការឆ្លុះបǽæំង។ េនៅ
េពល្របជាជនបានេរៀនសូ្រតអំពី្របវត្តិសា្រស្តរបស់េយើង ពកួេគនឹងមិនេធ្វើេរឿង្រចំែដលចាស់ៗ
េឡើងវិញ ដូចេនៅមុនសម័យែខ្មរ្រកហម ក្នុងអំឡុងេពលៃនសម័យែខ្មរ្រកហម និងេ្រកាយពី
សម័យែខ្មរ្រកហមេទ»។ 

េលាកបានែថ្លងបន្តថា ការបេង្កើតតុលាការកាត់េទាសែខ្មរ្រកហមក៏ជាចលករសំខាន់ក្នុងការទប់
សា្កត់មិនឲយេមដឹកនាំកម្ពុជា យកលំនាំតាមរេបៀបរបបដឹកនំាដចូក្នុងសម័យប៉ុល ពត ផងែដរ។ 

«ដូេច្នះ អ្វីែដលខ្ញុំអាចនយិាយបានេនាះគឺថា េយើងបេង្កើតតលុាការ េដើមបីដាក់ទណìកម្ម េដាយ
សារែតវាជាសារសំខាន់ផងែដរ ស្រមាប់ការដាក់ទណìកម្ម នងិការមានតុលាការ។ េនៅេពលអ្នក
្រប្រពឹត្តបទឧ្រកិដ្ឋ មនិយូរមិនឆាប ់ឬកអ៏្នកដឹងេទថា វាអាចសុីេពលេ្រចើនរាប់ឆាñំ េដើមបីនាយំកមក
កាត់េទាស ស្រមាប់ែស្វងរកយុត្តិធមម៌្តងេទៀត។ ដូេច្នះវាជាបǽøៃនការដាក់ទណìកម្ម វាជាបǽø
ៃនការ្រសាវ្រជាវ និងការអប់រំ។ ដូេច្នះេហើយេទើបបានជាេយើងពយោយាមេធ្វើឲយមានឥទ្ធិពល និង
បងាøញយុវជនេក្មងៗជំនាន់េ្រកាយ និងេមដឹកនាំរបស់េយើងផងែដរថា េនៅេពលអ្នក្រប្រពឹត្តបទ
ឧ្រកិដ្ឋ តុលាការមួយនឹងេកើតេឡើងេទៅៃថ្ងអនាគត។ អ្នកដងឹេទថា េនៅក្នុង្របេទសេយើង េបើគាõន
តុលាការេនះេទ ្របជាជននឹងមិនបានដឹងអ្វីេនាះេឡើយ»។ 



63 

មជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង ែដលជាគំនិតផ្តួចេផ្តើមរបស់មជឈមណìលឯកសារកម្ពុជា បានចាប់
ដំេណើរការតាំងពីឆាñំ ២០១៤។ មជឈមណìលេនះ ្រតូវបានបេង្កើតេឡើងេនៅក្នុងទីបǽèការ្របយុទ្ធ
ចុងេ្រកាយរបស់តាម៉ុក ែដលស្ថិតេលើខ្នងភ្នំដងែរកជាប់្រពំ្របទល់កម្ពុជាៃថ។ កិច្ចការសំខាន់ៗ
របស់មជឈមណìលេនះ គឺការផ្តល់ឱកាស្រសាវ្រជាវដល់អ្នកែដលចង់យល់ដឹងអំពី្របវត្តិសម័យ  
ប៉ុល ពត ឬែខ្មរ្រកហម និងអភិរកសតបំន់្របវត្តិសា្រស្តចំនួន១៤កែន្លង ក្នុង្រសុកអន្លង់ែវងែដល 
រួមមាន កែន្លងដុតេខាõច ប៉ុល ពត ផ្ទះតាម៉ុក និងបងឹអន្លង់ែវងជាេដើម។ ការិយាល័យេធ្វើការរបស់
មជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវងក៏ស្ថិតក្នុងតំបន់្របវត្តិសា្រស្តេនះផងែដរ។ 

េលាក លី សុខឃាង ្របាប់ VOA បែន្ថមថា មជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវងកំពុងកាöយជាទី
្របមូលផ្តុំស្រមាប់ការ្រសាវ្រជាវ។ 

«ឥឡូវេនះ េយើងមានកូនសិសសមកេ្រចើនណាសជ់ាេរៀងរាល់ឆាñំ។ ដូចជាឆាñំ២០១៦ហ្នឹង េយើង
មានកូនសសិសមក្របែហលជាជិត៣០០នាក់ ែដលមកពសីាកលវិទយោល័យេផសងៗ។ េហើយអ្នក
ទាំងអស់ហ្នឹង តំណាកក់ាលដំបូងេនះ គឺថា េយើងត្រមូវឲយគាត់ជួបជាមយួនឹងបងប្អនូអ្នកភូមិ
េយើងេនៅក្នុងអន្លង់ែវងេយើងេនះ។ េហើយគាត់បានែ្របកាöយពីការសមាôសរបស់គាត់ហ្នឹងេទៅជា
អត្ថបទ េដើមបីចុះផសោយេនៅក្នុងកាែសតរស្មីកម្ពុជា ក៏ដូចជាទសសនាវដ្តីែស្វងរកការណ៍ពិត េដើមបី
ឲយអ្នកេផសងេទៀតយល់ថា េរឿងរា៉វ្របវត្តិសា្រស្តរបស់មនុសសមាñក់ៗ ែដលឆ្លងកាត់ជនំាន់ែខ្មរ
្រកហមកន្លងមកហ្នឹងគឺថា មានការលំបាកេផសងៗគាñ េដើមបីឲយគាត់យល់»។ 

េលាកបានែថ្លងបែន្ថមថា៖ 

«ការយល់ហ្នងឹេហើយែដលជំរុញឲយមានការេយាគយល់គាñេទៅវិញេទៅមក។ ការអតឱ់ន េហើយនិង 
ការផសះផសោ េហើយចុងេ្រកាយគឺថា េយើងជំរុញឲយមានការកសាងសន្តិភាពទាងំអស់គាñ ពេី្រពាះ
ពាកយសន្តិភាពេនះមិនែមនមានន័យថា មាñក ់ឬកព៏ីរនាក់ែដលេធ្វើបានេទ គឺថា ្រតូវការទំាង្របជាជន 
មូលដាëន សាîប័នេផសងៗ អង្គការេ្រកៅរដាëភិបាល ជាពិេសសរដាëភិបាលនិងអង្គការអន្តរជាតិេផសងៗ 
ែដលពាក់ព័ន្ធ»។ 

េសៀវេភៅ្របវត្តិសា្រស្តស្តីពីសហគមនអ៍ន្លង់ែវង ែដលជាទីការពារខ្លួនចុងេ្រកាយរបស់ចលនាែខ្មរ
្រកហម បានឲយដឹងបែន្ថមថា តាម៉ុក ែដលមានេឈាõះពីរេផសងេទៀតគឺ អ៊ងុ េជឿន ឬ ឈិត េជឿន 
បានេហៅតំបន់អន្លង់ែវងជា្របេទសមួយ។ េនៅចុងឆាñំ១៩៩០ និង១៩៩១ តាម៉ុក នងិេមដឹកនាំ
កំពូលែខ្មរ្រកហម េនៅអន្លង់ែវង បានបេង្កើតភូមជិាេ្រចើន េដាយែផ្អកេលើធនធានធម្មជាតិ និង
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លក្ខខណìភូមិសា្រស្តែដលេនៅែកបរភូមិនីមួយៗ។ ឧទាហរណ៍ េឈាõះភូមទិំនប់េលើ្រតូវបានដាក់
េដាយែផ្អកេលើទំនប់ទឹកមួយែដលតាម៉ុកបានកសាងេនៅែកបរេនាះ។ ភូមិទួលែតបង ជាេឈាõះ
ែដលែខ្មរ្រកហមបានដាក់ េដាយែផ្អកេលើធនធានដ៏េ្រចើនៃនេដើមែតបងក្នុងភមូិេនាះ។ 

េ្រកាយរដាëភិបាលកម្ពុជា បាន្របកាសដាក់ែខ្មរ្រកហមឲយស្ថិតេ្រកៅចបោប់េនៅឆាñំ១៩៩៤ ្រកុមេម
ដឹកនាំែខ្មរ្រកហមេនៅអន្លង់ែវង ជាពិេសសគឺតាម៉ុក ែដលជាេមដឹកនាំកំពូលេនៅតំបន់េនាះ បាន
ែ្របកាöយអន្លង់ែវងជា្រសុកអន្លង់ែវង ែដលមាន១១ឃុំ និង៥៥ភូមិ។ ចំនួន្របជាជនទំាងអស់ក្នុង
តំបន់េនះ ្រតវូបានចាត់ទុកថាជាសហគមន៍េយាធា។ តាម៉ុកក៏េផ្តើមឲយមានពិធីមង្គលការេឡើងវិញ 
េហើយបានដាក់ឲយដំេណើរការសាលាេរៀនបឋមសិកសោ នងិមន្ទីរេពទយ។ តាម៉ុកបានបនសល់ទុក 
សាñៃដៃនការកសាងេហដាëរចនាសម្ព័ន្ធជាេ្រចើនេទៀតេនៅក្នុងតំបន់អន្លង់ែវង។ 

យ៉ាងណាក្តី តាម៉ុកបានសាöប់េនៅឆាñំ២០០៦ េដាយជំងឺ និងក្នងុេពលេលាក្រតូវបាននំាមកកាត់
េទាសេនៅសាលាក្តីែខ្មរ្រកហម ជាមួយេមដឹកនំាែខ្មរ្រកហមនិងអ្នកទទួលខុស្រតូវខ្ពស់បំផុតេផសង
េទៀត។ 

បនាïប់ពីទសសនាមជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង  េលាក ពូ សុវចនា អនុ្របធានវិទយោសាîនែខ្មរ
ស្រមាប់សហ្របតិបត្តកិារ និងសន្តភិាព (CICP) បាន្របាប់ VOA ថា របបែខ្មរ្រកហមេកើតេឡើង
េដាយសារកំហឹងវណ្ណៈ មាន ្រក។ េលាកថា បុ៉ល ពត បានចងគំនុនំឹង្រកុមសក្តិភូម ិ េដើមបីេធ្វើ
បដិវត្តន៍បំេពញមហិច្ឆតានេយាបាយរបស់ខ្លួន។ េលាកបានបន្តថា មជឈមណìលសនិ្តភាពអន្លង់
ែវងនឹងកាöយជាទីកសាងសន្តិភាពរឹងមាំមួយេទៅៃថ្ងអនាគត ្របសិនេបើអ្នកនេយាបាយែខ្មរយល់ពី
សារៈសំខាន់ៃនមជឈមណìលេនះ។ 

«ការរីកចេ្រមើនរបស់មជឈមណìលេនះឲយមានការរីកចេ្រមើនបាន លុះ្រតាែតអ្នកនេយាបាយទាំង
អស់គាñហ្នឹងគិតថា មានសារៈសំខាន់ណាស់េដើមបីគន្លឹះ េហើយេដើមបីជា្រគាប់ពូជមួយ ែដលេយើង
បណ្ដុះសន្តិភាពពិត្របាកដ េហើយសន្តិភាពពិត្របាកដេកើតេឡើង េនៅេពលណាមួយែដលេយើង
េចះ្រសឡាញ់គាñ េចះរាប់អានគាñ េហើយយកជាតិជាទិសេដៅ េដើមបីសន្តភិាពពិត្របាកដ េហើយ
និងេដើមបីការសុខដុមរមនា»។ 

េលាក េឡៅ ម៉ុងៃហ អ្នកវិភាគឯករាជយ ែដលបានរួមដំេណើរជាមួយ្រកុមបញ្ញវន្តេទៅសិកសោែស្វង
យល់មជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវងេនាះ បាន្របាប់ VOA េនៅទីបǽèការេយាធាចុងេ្រកាយរបស់ 
តាម៉ុកថា ការមិនរម្លឹកពីអតីតកាលជាដំេណើរៃនការផសះផសោ នងិការរកសោបាននូវសុខដុមនយីកម្ម
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រវាង្របជារា្រស្តែខ្មរសាមញ្ញ និង្របជាពលរដ្ឋែដលជាអតីតទាហានែខ្មរ្រកហម ឬជនសីុវិល  
ែដលេនៅេគារពមេនាគមវិជាèេស្នហាជាតិរបស់ែខ្មរ្រកហម ែដលរែមងចាត់ទុកជនជាតយិួនថាជា 
«ស្រតូវ»។ 

«កាលណាេយើងមានវត្តមានកែន្លងេនះ  គឺេយើងថា េយើងមានទំនាក់ទំនង មានអចីឹងែដរ ជួយ
េទៅដល់តំបន់េនះ គឺទាងំអ្នក្រសុកផងហ្នឹងបាទ។ ហ្នឹងក៏អាែដល េហើយេយើងអត់គិតពីេរឿងអតីត
កាលរបស់គាត់ អីគាត់េទៀតេទបាទ អេញ្ចះ។ េម្ល៉ោះេហើយអាហ្នឹង គឺដចូជា េគេហៅឲយគាត់ហ្នឹង
បំេភ្លចអតីតកាលរបស់គាត់ េហើយក៏អាែដលបណ្ដុះបណា្ដលឲយគិតថា វាមានការេ្រជើសេរីសេទៅ
រកេហៅថា ែន៎ៗផ្លូវេទៅរកសន្តិភាព េទៅរកការរស់េនៅសុខដុមរមនាជាមួយគាñ ជាមួយទាំងអស់គាñ
បាទ។ េម្ល៉ោះេហើយអាចរារំាងនូវអាជេមាöះ េហើយនឹងស្រងា្គម ឬការចបោំងគាñេទៅៃថ្ងេ្រកាយេនាះ»។ 

អ្នកវិភាគរូបេនះក៏បានចាត់ថា ទុកការទទួលយកគនំិតផ្ទុយគាñមកដឹកនាំ្របេទសជាវិធីសា្រស្តៃន
ការរកសោសន្តិភាព និងបេញ្ចៀសរាល់វិវាទទំាងឡាយ ែដលេនៅបន្តយាយីសង្គមកម្ពុជា េ្រកាយការ
រលំរលាយៃនរបបែខ្មរ្រកហមែដលមានេគាលេដៅែ្របកាöយកម្ពុជាឲយកាöយជាសង្គមកសិកម្ម នងិ
រស់េនៅេដាយេស្មើភាពគាñ។ 

េលាក េឡៅ ម៉ុងៃហ អ្នកវិភាគឯករាជយ បានែថ្លងថា៖ 

«មនុសសតំាងពីេកើតមក សូមបីែតកូនេភាöះ កវ៏ាខសុគាñែដរ។  េម្ល៉ោះេគអាចមានទសសនៈខុសេយើង។ 
េគអាចមានរូបរាងខុសេយើង។ រួចទទួលសា្គល់ភាពខុសៗគាñេនះេទៅបាទ។ ប៉ុែន្តអាចមានគំនិត
្រសេដៀងៗគាñ ឬក៏រួមគាñបាទអេញ្ចះ។ រួចគំនិតេយើងក៏អាចខុសេគ។ គំនិតេគក៏វាអាចខសុេយើង។ 
ប៉ុែន្តអាចមានគំនិតេផ្តកផ្តួលេទៅេលើការពិត េហើយអាចជាផល្របេយាជន៍រួមគំនិតហ្នងឹបាទ យក
មកេ្របើ្របាស់គំនិតហ្នឹង។ េរឿងអីក៏េយើងថា េទ! អាែដលេដាយសារេគ មិនែមន េដាយសារេយើង 
មិនែមនេដាយសារគំនិតេយើង េបាះបង់េចាលគំនិតេគ ឬក៏ទាត ់បដិេសធេចាលេទ! អត់េទ!»។ 

អន្លង់ែវងមានសភាពស្ងប់សាåត់ដូចបណា្ដភូមិនានាេនៅតាមទីជនបទៃន្របេទស។ ប៉ុែន្តជីវិតរស់េនៅ 
ទីេនាះ េនៅែតមានភាពរស់រេវីកជាមួយចិត្តគំនិតសមូហនិយម និងមានគនំិត្រសបគាñក្នុងការរស់
េនៅេដាយឯករាជយ។ េនះេបើេយាងតាមេសៀវេភៅ្របវត្តិសា្រស្តស្តីពីសហគមន៍អន្លង់ែវង ែដលជាទី
ការពារខ្លួនចុងេ្រកាយរបស់ចលនាែខ្មរ្រកហម េបាះពុម្ពផសោយេដាយមជឈមណìលឯកសារកម្ពុជា 
(DC-CAM)។ 
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ខុសពីមេនាគមវិជាèដឹកនាំេដើមរបស់ែខ្មរ្រកហម ែដលេផ្តកផ្តួលខាöំងេលើការរស់ជាសមូហភាព 
អន្លង់ែវងេ្រកាមការដឹកនាំរបស់តាម៉ុក បានចាបេ់ផ្តើមមានកម្មសិទ្ធិឯកជន។ ្រកុម្រគួសារេយាធា
្រតូវបានេលើកទឹកចិត្តឲយផលិតេសបៀងខ្លួនឯង និងេធ្វើជាមាæស់កម្មសិទ្ធិដីធ្លីេដាយខ្លួនឯង។ 

េលាក លី សុខឃាង នាយកមជឈមណìលសន្តិភាពអន្លង់ែវង បានែថ្លងថា មជឈមណìលេនះមាន
កិច្ចការេលើសពីការរកសោទុកេរឿងរា៉វែដលបានេកើតេឡើងេនៅអន្លង់ែវងស្រមាប់ការ្រសាវ្រជាវ និងការ 
ែស្វងយល់អពំីដំេណើរៃនការផសះផសោជាតិនិងសន្តភិាព។ េលាកបានបǽèកឲ់យដឹងថាមជឈមណìល 
េនះបានខិតខំសាíរ្របព័ន្ធបរិសាîន េដាយបានដាំេដើមេឈើេឡើងវិញេនៅតំបន់អន្លង់ែវង ែដលរង
េ្រគាះយ៉ាងខាöំងពីការកាប់បំផាöញៃ្រពេឈើ បេង្កើនការអភិវឌឍក្នុងតំបន់អន្លង់ែវង និងែថរកសោតំបន់
េនះជាតំបន់្របវត្តិសា្រស្ត។ 

េលាក លី សុខឃាង បានបǽèក់ឲយដឹងថា េទាះបីមានេធ្វើសមាហរណកម្មរបស់ចលនាែខ្មរ
្រកហមជាមួយរដាëភិបាលកម្ពុជាតាំងពីឆាñំ១៩៩៨ ក៏េដាយ ក៏បុ៉ែន្តអតតីទាហានែខ្មរ្រកហមេនៅ
បន្តរស់ជា្រកុម និងរកសោការេគារពមេនាគមវិជាèែខ្មរ្រកហម េ្រពាះថា តំបន់របស់ពួកេគគាõនអំេពើ
េចារកម្ម និងការ្រប្រពឹត្តអំេពើពុករលួយជាេដើម។ េលាកបានបែន្ថមថា អតីតសមាជិកៃនចលនា
ែខ្មរ្រកហម្រតូវការេពលេវលាេ្រចើនេទៀត េដើមបីអនុǽ̡តឲយពួកេគលុបបបំាត់េចាលនូវមេនាគម
វិជាèែដលេគបានទទួលក្នងុសម័យកាលេធ្វើបដិវត្តន៍របស់ពួកេគ៕ 

 

https://khmer.voanews.com/a/a-former-stronghold-of-khmer-rouge-anlong-
veng-becomes-a-preserved-area-for-peace-and-reconciliation-
studies/4034035.html 
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"តួនាទីរបស់ខ្ញុំក្នុងរបបែខ្មរ្រកហម្រតូវេគារពតាមបǽèអង្គការ។ ្របសិនេបើពួកអង្គការ
បǽèេអាយខ្ញុំេធ្វើអ្វីមួយ ខ្ញុំ្រតូវែតេធ្វើេដាយគាõនការតវ៉ា។ ្របសិនេបើខ្ញុំមិនសាíប់បងា្កប់ 
ខ្ញុំនឹង្រតូវបានពួកអង្គការសមាöប់ដូចអ្នកដ៏ៃទែដល្រតូវបានពួកអង្គការសមាöប់។"
           សេម្លងរបស់កមាõភិបាលែខ្មរ្រកហមេនៅកែន្លងបូជាសព បុ៉ល ពត

“My role in the Khmer Rouge regime was to obey the Angkar. If they ordered me 
to do something, I would do it with no question asked. If I disobeyed the order, 

I would be killed like others.”
– The Voice of the Khmer Rouge Cadre at Pol Pot cremation site.  
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